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“Taste based Travel” and “Modern Life”:
The development of tourism as culture and arguments
on traveling in the period of Taisho through early Showa

AKAI Shoji *

Abstract: This study aims to reveal how the activity of ‘traveling” had been perceived by people
and identify what problems and cultural possibilities were brought about by popularized tourism.
To this end, this paper provides an overview of the tourism that was diversified and popularized in
Japan during the Taisho period through early Showa period, and analyzes representative papers
on the effects and cultural significance of traveling in this context. First, analysis is carried out on
various types and patterns of “taste based travel” although the popularization and diversification of
traveling are inseparable. Second, consideration is given to the effects and social functions of
traveling, using Yasunosuke Gonda’s arguments as a reference. Thirdly, the positioning of
traveling as a utopian experience, which was put forth by Kiyoshi Miki, is examined, and Tetsuro
Watsuji’s journey to the ancient capital Nara is taken up as a typical example of this sort of
traveling. Fourthly, consideration is given to the cultural potential tourism has as a popular

amusement, by focusing on Kunio Yanagita’s ambiguous awareness of popular tourism.

Keywords: Taste based Travel, Yasunosuke Gonda, Kiyoshi Miki, Tetsuro Watsuji, Kunio Yanagita
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