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An Approach to Studies on and the Practice of Maternal and Child Living
Support Facilities to Halt the Decrease in the Number of Facilities :
Valuable Suggestions from Postwar Studies on Homes for Mothers and Children

MUTO Atsushi :

Abstract : A decrease in the number of homes provided for mothers and children since the 1960s has
created an opportunity for researchers and staff of facilities to re-examine what the nature of these facilities
should be. Typical eligible recipients of such assistance have shifted from widowed single female parent
households to those who are divorced or separated. This shift has prompted a search for facilities that
would serve far beyond the function of conventional “protection” facilities and has also sparked much debate
over the role of these homes for mothers and children. Researchers and staff of facilities re-examined such
facilities and concluded that the decreasing number of homes for mothers and children is a critical issue.

The discussion on the nature of homes for mothers and children requires an analysis of the decrease in
the number of active facilities with regard to the overall changes in single female parent households,
development of social welfare policies for single female parent households at different points in time, and
trends surrounding studies on and practice of homes for mothers and children, among others.

This study examines studies on postwar homes for mothers and children in the light of changes in the
actual conditions of single female parent households and the systems and policies that have influenced the
changes in the number of active facilities. It then elucidates a historical framework for the studies on
postwar homes for mothers and children that led to contemporary studies on maternal and child living
support facilities. Based on the findings, this study also discusses what the nature of maternal and child
living support facilities should be in the future.

Maternal and child living support facilities must move beyond being facilities only for mothers and
children and establish their significance as social facilities.

The social functions of maternal and child living support facilities require re-evaluation for the
implementation of new policy, and an understanding of the public perception on the matter is necessary.
The continued existence of these facilities is essential not only for the mothers and children involved but
also for general public welfare. Re-evaluation of policies would halt the decrease in the number of these

facilities.

Keywords : homes for mothers and children, maternal and child living support facilities, postwar studies

on homes for mothers and children, single female parent families
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