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Current Status and Problems of Chinese Characters Education
in Japan, China and South Korea

NAKAFUMI Soyu ', ITO Takashi ', No Jaeok '

Abstract : Japan, China and Korea exist in a cultural sphere characterized by Chinese characters. From
ancient times to the present, Chinese characters have been the only form of writing used in China.

Chinese characters are used together with kana in Japan, but when Chinese characters do not come to
mind, kana can be used as a substitute.

Chinese characters have been abolished in Korea and only the Hangul alphabet is used. But Korea
distributes teaching materials for Chinese characters education at elementary school level and lets voluntary
learning unfold. Chinese is established as a subject in junior high school and high school, aiming for the
acquisition of 1,800 Chinese characters.

The situation of the Chinese characters used in these three countries is completely different, but there is
a common problem with regards to Chinese characters education.

Being concerned with Chinese characters culture, the present researchers started a research project and
made a comparative study about Chinese characters education in these three countries.

This paper clarifies the present conditions and problems of the Chinese characters education in Japan,

China and South Korea.

Keywords : Chinese characters education, Chinese characters enlightenment education, Chinese language
teaching outline, “Hangul only” policy abandoning Chinese characters, Korean mixed script

making use of Chinese characters, reintroduction of Chinese characters into schools
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