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A Study of the Life Stories of Student Soldiers Diligently Engaged
in Military Service

WATANABE Yusuke |

Abstract : Student soldiers have a reputation, based on “Wadatsumi” stories, for being anti-war, and yet
many have been diligent in the military service. The previous studies of student soldiers have explained
their diligence, predominantly by their thoughts and the characteristics of their generation. However, one
cannot fully understand their diligence, without taking a look at their “lifestyle” in the military service. Their
“lifestyle” as it is cultivated in the military, is also important for understanding the post-war lives of student
soldiers who survived. Therefore, this paper reveals, by looking at their life stories, the “lifestyle” of three
former student soldiers who were diligent in their military service. In terms of solving the mystery as to
why student soldiers were diligent in the military service, the results raise five key points. First, that
recruits required recognition of their diligence from their superiors in order for their position, in the
otherwise harsh military way of life, to be more bearable. Second, that feelings of “responsibility” and
“solidarity” toward close comrades supported their diligence in the military service. Third, that enjoyable
events in the military temporarily served to mitigate the rigors of military service, and provide a sort of
sustenance to their diligence in the military service. Fourth, that a general attitude among recruits to pursue
what little freedom they have in the army, where freedom is limited, supported their diligence in the
military service. Fifth, that recruits come to view their diligence in the military service as normal, due to the
every-day nature of their military life. In times of war and in times of peace, the young owe it to themselves
to live their lives to the fullest and in their own “lifestyle,” and such a “lifestyle” cannot be dismissed along
with ideologies such as militarism. But it is this precise “lifestyle,” which remains with recruits even after
war, that provides a “bottom-up form of military strength,” one consisting of individuals who one-by-one

support the war effort.
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