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Discovery of Mechanisms and Criteria of Their Identifications :
Based on Bhaskar’s Philosophy of Science

NAKAZAWA Taira '

Abstract : This paper presents arguments concerning Bhaskar’s philosophy of science, which is
acknowledged as a basis of critical realism. In particular, this paper will focus on discovery of mechanisms
and their identification. The following parts will show that there is clear difference between events and
mechanisms, and causal connections or causal laws do not mean conjunction of events but mechanisms, that
is, the ways that things act. Causal connections must be analyzed not as constant conjunction of events but
tendencies of things.

Bhaskar distinguished between events and mechanisms as ontological difference, however, the difference
should be understood as the processes of scientific development. That is to say, difference between events
and mechanisms means the processes in which sciences expand in the stratified world.

To identify a hypothetical mechanism as real, it is necessary that we carry out empirical tests individually
in research, because if there is no foundation of empirical testing, we can’t conclude that the hypothetical
mechanism is not an imaginary entity but real. For Bhaskar, the criteria by which we declare that the
empirical test is satisfied are ‘recognitive criteria’ and ‘demonstrative criteria. Social structures are identified

by ‘recognitive criteria’ only, and the identification is always one hypothesis.

Keywords : events, mechanisms, things, stratification, empirical test, recognitive criteria, demonstrative

criteria
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