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Fundamental Study of Children’s and Youth’s Difficulties of Living
Comparing Situations in South Korea and Japan :
Focusing on Policies on Youth Concerning “Runaways” in South Korea

OKABE Akane : , LIM DeokYoung i , FUKAYA Hirokazu i
MARUYAMA Satomi ', YAMAMOTO Kohei

Abstract : This paper argues for further development of the support system for children and youths,
comparing South Korea and Japan. Today, it seems that difficulties of living experienced by children and
youths are going to be a serious problem in Japan. South Korea, like Japan, has serious poverty among
children and youths, and both countries have many problems in common concerning difficulties of living
affecting children and youths. In this paper, we focus on runaway youth, comparing differences and
similarities in the background to their difficulties of living, and the present youth support system, between
Korea and Japan. First, we examine the background of runaway youth in both countries from three points of
view; family, employment and education. Both countries are similar in family configuration and high youth
unemployment rate, with rigorous competition in education. However, it seems that conditions facing
Korean youths are more severe. Second, we mention the “Youth Welfare Support Act” (2005~) introduced in
Korea, and services stipulated in the law. The “Youth Welfare Support Act” deals with persons from 9 to 24
years of age and provides specific approaches such as runaway youth shelters and “Youth Counseling
Welfare Centers.” Although Japan has an “Act on Promotion of Development and Support for Children and
Young People” (2010~) which is intended to help children and youths, this law does not stipulate specific
services. From these comparisons, we propose that there are serious reasons to learn from South Korea
about its support system for children and youths and from various arguments about it. We believe that
several efforts made by South Korea provide good suggestions on how to reconsider the content of support

policies concerning children and youth, and practice and related arguments in Japan.

Keywords : children and youths, runaway from home, difficulties of living, poverty, studies of Korea and

Japan, youth welfare
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