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Participation in Community Activities from Characteristics of Child-Rearing
Generation and Possibilities of Bearers :
Considerations from Questionnaire Survey for the Purpose of Continuity

of Mano Community Development

FUKAGAWA Koyo '

Abstract : This paper demonstrates the possibilities of participation in community activities by the child-
rearing generation (thirties) and its bearers from the consideration of the results of a questionnaire survey
conducted at Mano area, Nagata-ku in Kobe city, where community development led by residents has
continued for over fifty years from 1965. In the questionnaire analysis, participation status in community
activities by the child-rearing generation was grasped and assessed, and the characteristics and trends of the
generation were apprehended. Furthermore, this paper revealed the requirements of promoting the
participation in community activities by the child-rearing generation, by examining the result of the
questionnaire and achievements and challenges of efforts to involve this generation in Mano since 2000. The
requirements of promoting participation are: 1) activities involve their own children, 2) activities have to be
related to the challenges faced during child rearing, 3) objectives and activities are clear, not
comprehensive, 4) activities should be for a short period and completed, and 5) peers of the same
generation should be involved. This paper indicated ways to involve the child-rearing generation among
existing community groups of Mano area, as follows: 1) to create activities which satisfy the requirements to
promote participation such as PTA, and to develop them and 2) to promote participation in community

activities by voluntary groups which gather based on ‘for children’ spirit.

Keywords : child-rearing generation, community activities, participation, bearers, Mano area, community

organizations
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