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Importance of Relationship-Deepening through “Kodomo Shokudo”
(Dining Room for Children) and Future Tasks :
Focusing on Participation of Children in Difficult Situations

and the Conditions Required for Promotion of Such Activities

KASHIWAGI Tomoko '

Abstract : The objective of this report is to clarify the importance of the relationship, which has been
deepened through “Kodomo Shokudo,” dining rooms for children, and future tasks, focusing on participation
of children in difficult situations and the conditions to promote such activities. The analysis results
suggested that children try to voluntarily participate in the society, voicing their opinions, beyond the
framework of support for them and their position as children, through the activities of Kodomo Shokudo. As
concrete conditions for such participation, we could extract three conditions: firstly, supporters with a high
level of practical/special knowledge about welfare engage in the activities of Kodomo Shokudo, while
improving their abilities in association with each other; secondly, the supporters try to create an intimate
sphere, where children can say anything in a “third place” that is separate from school and home; and
thirdly, the supporters began to realize that they themselves have a cultural strength, which has potential
negative impact in unconsciously and non-intentionally excluding others, and to learn to break through
boundaries which they themselves created, concerning an existing sense of values and power balance.
Future tasks will be to meet the above-mentioned three conditions, discuss how to protect children in a
closed environment, create a system for flexible support by administrative organs, and seek open-ended

operation.

Keywords : Kodomo Shokudo, child poverty, relationship, participation, opinion
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