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Suppression of Biased News Coverage in the 1960s :
Censorship as Seen in the “Monthly Review of the Mass Media” (Part 1)

NEZU Tomohiko '

Abstract : This paper clarifies aspects of censorship on journalism in the 1960s, by analyzing content in the
series of discussions “Monthly Review of the Mass Media” (Monthly Review, Nov. 1962-Sept. 1970) by four
anonymous participants (one of whom is Toshio Hara, from Kyodo News’ social news department). The
author first follows the trends of newspapers, news agencies, and broadcasting stations from a reformative
standpoint. In the early 1960s, logic prevailed when seven companies made a joint declaration to avoid
covering a demonstration against nuclear submarines putting into a Japanese port. Then, Reischauer’s
remark regarding Japan’s news coverage of Vietnam in 1965 marked a decisive turning point. With his
denunciation of the “biased” coverage, Minoru Omori was forced to leave Mainichi Shimbun, the newspaper
that was leading the coverage of Vietnam. Subsequently, initiatives by political and business circles were
narrowed down to Kyodo News and TBS, and the situation reached a climax with the 1968 Kuraishi
statement and Narita Placard incident. Due to drastic personnel changes, TBS, which had boasted its news
coverage, broke down. Even Kyodo News’ “Desk Diary,” which had documented the pressures in the editing
room, was terminated. As symbolized by these events, the censorship on the media was already successful

even before the student protests and the campaign against the Security Treaty in 1970.

Keywords : Kyodo News, TBS, suppression of biased news coverage, Reischauer’s remark, a joint

declaration made by seven companies, social news department, Toshio Hara
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