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Survey

A Study of the Street Outreach Project for Children and Youth
with Difficulty of Livelihood in South Korea and Japan :
From the Support Program “Mobile Youth Center EXIT” in Seoul

FUKAYA Hirokazu ', OKABE Akane', MATSUOKA Erina ",
YAMAMOTO Kohei ", MARUYAMA Satomi "

Abstract : This is a report of field study on a street outreach project for children and youth with difficulty of
livelihood in Seoul, South Korea. Whereas the issue of runaway children and youth has been seriously
problematized in South Korea for years, it has only recently attracted public attention in Japan. From field
study of “Mobile Youth Center EXIT,” an outreach project in Seoul which uses a bus to support runaway
children and youth, this paper introduces the program by focusing on its philosophy and features. In this
outreach project, “EXIT” goes downtown at night driving the special bus, which has been converted to
contain a kitchen and a shower room, and their supporters speak to children and youth on the street with
the purpose of offering support they need. This approach contrasts sharply with conventional methods in
which supporters wait for clients to visit their office. In their philosophy, “EXIT” considers the runaways not
from the point of view of personal problems but as a social problem, and supports runaway children and
youth in living their own lives, not in terms of being protected by adults. This approach enables outreach to
children and youth not only who don’t know how to access support but also who have an attitude of distrust
towards adults. These days the Japanese government acknowledges the need of an outreach program for

runways and an NGO is trying to introduce this unique style of support project to Japan.

Keywords : children and youth, runaway, field study in South Korea and Japan, youth welfare, outreach
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