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Young OHIRA Masayoshi and the Christianity of SATO Teikichi

SUMIKA Masayoshi i

Abstract : It is well known that former Japanese Prime Minister Ohira Masayoshi (1910-1980) was a
Christian. In 1928, he enrolled in Takamatsu Commercial High School and was then inspired by a lecture
delivered by an independent evangelist, Sato Teikichi (1887-1960). Ohira immediately joined Sato’s
evangelical organization, the Society of Servants of Jesus (Japanese: Iesu no Shimobekai). Sato Teikichi had
been a chemistry professor at Tohoku Imperial University. He was born as a son of a Buddhist monk, but
was baptized by Congregational pastor EBINA Danjo. Sato gave lectures to the believers of the Salvation
Army Japan at first and later established the Society of Servants of Jesus. Sato developed a unique theory of
science and religion, and at the same time was a fervent advocate of the Japanese Imperial Household. Sato
tried to link Japanese traditional spirit, religion, and loyalty to the Emperor with Christianity. His theory is
therefore regarded as part of Japanese Christianity, the nationalistic Christian belief during World War II.
Young Ohira was absorbed in the activities of Sato’s organization; he trained for seven days at the foot of
Mt. Asama and attended a three-day lecture held in Tokyo. These facts are told by Ohira himself and
recorded in his biography. However, the details of Ohira’s religious activity and the contents of Sato’s
lectures are not explained in these sources. Therefore, in this paper, I will give details of Sato’s lectures and

Ohira’s religious activities by referring to the magazines published by an association established by Sato.

Keywords : OHIRA Masayoshi, SATO Teikichi, Society of Servants of Jesus, Japanese Christianity.
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