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Research Note

Historical Considerations of Parks and Green Tracts of Land in Tokyo :
Focusing on Residential Spaces and Self-Governing Organizations Related
to Daily Sports and Recreational Activities

KAWAGUCHI Shinichi *

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to seek fundamental causes and/or problems of daily sports,
recreational activities, and parks and green tracts of land, which are the physical basis of these activities, in
socio-economic policies and the laws based on them. Concretely, in this paper, a historical examination of
the issues related to the preservation/maintenance of rural areas, green spaces, and parks, and the
development of residential land in the urban development process from Edo to Tokyo City and Tokyo
metropolitan area, are conducted. Also discussed are self-governing organizations and sports/ recreation
activities in some residential communities. It is determined that unsystematic capitalism and Neo-liberal
development lacking effective urban design cause factors related to land use and spatial problems such as

urban sprawl, and the factor of alienation of active sport/recreational activities in the residential areas of

Tokyo.

Keywords : public space, housing problem, urban sprawl, urban design, self-governing organization, Neo-

liberalism
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