
Based upon the university’s founding ideals and it’s core educational philosophy,

Ritsumeikan University had set up “Graduate Student Career Path Support Center”

which supports the career path focused on graduate students to promote the development of young researchers.

“Graduate Student Career Path Support Center” provides comprehensive support in cross-departmental collaboration 

mainly with research support, education support and career support, as well as international affairs.

We keep working on the further expansion of career path support for all graduate students within the purpose 

of building an environment for graduate students to work on their researches actively and supporting 

the human development of young researchers from a viewpoint of researchers’ life course.

GRADUATE STUDENT CAREER PATH SUPPORT CENTER 

SUPPORT PROGRAMS
FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENT

SCHOLARSHIPS 
& GRANTS 

PROGRAMS
Financial aid and support to
conduct research activities

CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
& SKILL UP  

SUPPORT PROGRAMS
Support for graduate students to improve their skills 
and acquire the knowledge for building each career 

after completing graduate study programs



M    

Master’s program  
Year 1 / 2 of Integrated Doctoral Program

D   

 Doctoral Program 
Year 3 or above of Integrated Doctoral Program 
4-Year Doctoral Program

SCHOLARSHIPS / 
RESEARCH GRANTS

SEISEKI-YUSHUSHA Scholarship  M  
(For 1st Year of Enrollment)

This scholarship is awarded to students who achieved great results 
in their entrance examinations and are entering the Master’s
Program, the Integrated Doctoral Program (to the first-year) or the 
Professional Degree Program (applies only to the Graduate School 
of Professional Teacher Education) at Ritsumeikan University.
Each graduate school will select prospective recipients for 
this scholarship from among those who passed the entrance 
examinations by their designated method with outstanding results 
and the prospective recipients will be informed of their eligibility at 
the time of the announcement of the entrance examination results.

*Government-sponsored international students and those who are receiving 
financial assistance from other institutions that are equivalent to the 
government sponsorship are not eligible to receive this 
scholarship.

REDUCTION OR EXEMPTION OF TUITION FEES

SEISEKI-YUSHUSHA Scholarship M  
(For 2nd Year Students)

SEISEKI-YUSHUSHA (Academic Excellence) Scholarship (For 2nd Year 
Students) is a scholarship awarded to graduate students during the 2nd 
year (3rd and 4th semester) of their Master’s Program, the Integrated 
Doctoral Program (Students who enrolled from the first year) or the 
Professional Degree Program (applies only to the Graduate School of 
Professional Teacher Education). 

*Government-sponsored international students, those who are receiving financial 
assistance from other institutions that are equivalent to the government 
sponsorship and those who paid the special enrollment fees to be enrolled in the 
university, are not eligible to receive this scholarship.

Application Period
Spring Semester:  April (subject to change) 

June only for the Graduate School of Life 
Sciences (subject to change)

Fall Semester: October (subject to change)

KENKYU-SHOREI Scholarship D  
(Prize Fellowship for Doctoral Degree Students)

The purpose of this scholarship is to encourage the research 
activities in the eligible programs by supporting the tuition of 
graduate students who have achieved excellence in their field of 
research. There are three types of scholarships (KENKYU-SHOREI S, 
A, B).

Type Scholarship Amount 

S Equivalent to the yearly tuition

A Equivalent to the yearly tuition

B Equivalent to half of the yearly tuition

Application Period  *subject to change
Spring Semester: Early June / Fall Semester*: Early 
November

*Not all graduate schools recruit in the fall semester. 
(For details, check the Application Guidelines)

Scholarships Available M D  
for International Students

For more information about scholarships available for international 
students, please refer to the International Student Handbook distributed 
to new students, or the Online Support Desk of International Center.
If you have inquiries about scholarships available for 
international students, please contact the International Center 
on your campus.

KYOTEI RYUGAKU Scholarship M D  
(Scholarship for Study Abroad Exchange Programs)

This scholarship is designated to support a part of tuition that graduate 
students pay while they participate in study abroad exchange programs 
under an exchange agreement such as Dual Master’s Degree Program 
(DMDP).



SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

KENKYU-JISSEN-KATSUDO Grant M  
(Grant for Students Participating in Study Programs)

This grant is designated to support a part of participation fee 
when graduate students participate in study programs (KENKYU-
JISSENKATSUDO) organized by target graduate schools. Grant amount 
of 15,000 ~ 200,000 yen will be disbursed.
Please ask the administrative office of the relevant graduate school about 
the eligible programs for this grant.

Amount
Grant amount of KENKYU-JISSEN-KATSUDO Grant in Japan is 
disbursed according to the number of days spent on the field research. 
(15,000 ~ 30,000 yen)
Grant amount of KENKYU-JISSEN-KATSUDO Grant abroad 
is disbursed according to the travel region and the number of 
days spent on the field research. (20,000 ~ 200,000 yen)

Research Grant for Doctoral Students D

The purpose of this grant is to reduce the financial burden for the 
realization of outstanding research plans by outstanding students 
in the doctoral programs (Doctoral Program, Year 3 or above of 
an Integrated Doctoral Program, 4-Year Doctoral Program), and to 
promote research activities that contribute to the completion of their 
doctoral dissertations as early as possible, thereby supporting the 
completion of their doctoral dissertations within the standard period 
of study.

Amount
There are tree types of Research Grants:  
100,000 yen, 300,000 yen, 500,000 yen

Application Period
Spring Semester: Mid-May (subject to change)
Fall Semester: Late October (subject to change)

Program to Support the Submission  M D  
of Academic Papers in Foreign Languages

The purpose of this program is to encourage and prompt graduate 
students to internationally disseminate their research results 
through research article publication in foreign languages. 

Types / Amount
(1) Proofreading Expenses up to 50,000 yen per article
(2) Submission Expenses up to 50,000 yen per article

Application Period
Anytime (each Academic Year)

*Apply by the end of February (For those who are completing 
graduate programs in September, applications must be 
submitted by the end of August).

KENKYUKAI-KATSUDO Grant M D  
(Grant for Student Research Societies)

The purpose of this grant is to encourage graduate students to organize a 
student society together with students from different
graduate schools of Ritsumeikan University and to promote independent 
research activities of the student society.

Details
(1)  Financial Support 

A grant of up to 100,000 yen is offered to each society per year.
(2) Facility Lease

Application Period
Spring Semester: Early May (subject to change)
Fall Semester: Early August (subject to change)

GAKKAI Scholarship    M D  
(Academic Conference Scholarship)

This scholarship assits with part of expenses 
for participation and presentations at academic 
conferences.

Type Scholarship Amount 

Online attendance 5,000 yen 
per payment

Attendance on site 10,000 yen 
per payment

Online presentation 15,000 yen 
per payment

Make a presentation  
at the venue in Japan

30,000 yen 
per payment

Make a presentation  
at the venue overseas

100,000 yen 
per payment

There is a limit on the number of payments.

Grant for Publication of Doctoral Dissertation D

The purpose of this program is to encourage and prompt graduate students to publish their 
dissertation. This program will provide financial assistance to support those who earned a 
doctoral degree from Ritsumeikan University to publish their doctoral dissertation.

Amount
Maximum of 1,000,000 yen

Application Period
Spring Semester: Mid-June (subject to change)
Fall Semester: Late January (subject to change)

RARA Student Fellow D

In this program, we select and certify outstanding doctoral students as RARA Student 
Fellows, and provide them with support funds, research funds and special skill-up sessions.
Doctoral students selected as RARA Student Fellows will improve their individual research 
skills, and interact with domestic and international researchers in different fields. Through 
such experiences, they are expected to acquire international and multidisciplinary senses 
and multifaceted perspectives to become PhD holders who are equipped with the qualities 
and abilities to play an active role in the international community.

*This program has been adopted by the “Support for Pioneering Research Initiated by the Next 
Generation” of the Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST), and has been implemented since 2021.

Support
Support Fund to engage in research:185,000 yen /month (annual amount is 2,220,000 yen)
Research Expenses: Annual Amount 340,000 yen (Upper limit)
The duration of receiving these funds is up to 3 years.

M  ▼ D  ▼



Graduate Student Career Path Support Center  
Ritsumeikan University

 d-cp@st.ritsumei.ac.jp  TEL : 075-813-8560

Regarding the Scholarships, Research Grants and various 
programs, please be sure to check the latest information such 
as guidelines on the website below.

http://www.ritsumei.ac.jp/ru_gr/g-career/

Ri-SEARCH is a research management system available to all graduate students.

Research activities and achievements registered in the system can be output as a 

“Research Achievements Report.”

Ritsumeikan University Search Engine of Academic Record and Career History of Young Researchers

Login page

Log in with your
Rainbow ID and PW.

Teaching Assistant (TA) M D

TA is a graduate student who assists in the classes and educational 
activities at Ritsumeikan University.
The TA System aims to encourage graduate students to contribute to 
the educational improvement of Ritsumeikan University by offering 
educational assistance and support together with faculties. Also, we 
expect that graduate students have the opportunity to enhance their 
academic abilities through this experience and utilize the experience 
when creating their own career paths. In fact, the results of surveys 
conducted at classes show that communicating with TAs within 
classes help students to have better understanding of the class 
subjects. These results prove that the TAs are taking an important 
role in education and learning at our university.our university.

Working Conditions
The salary of the TA is 3,000 yen per class period (a class 
is 90 min.).

*This salary also includes duties before / after the class period 
(30 min.).

ON-CAMPUS EMPLOYMENT

Teaching Fellow (TF) M D

A TF is a graduate school student who is in charge of part of the 
class and supports it under the supervision of the faculty member 
of the class in undergraduate courses.
The TF system is implemented with the aim of further improving 
the quality of university education and helping graduate students 
acquire teaching skills and instructing skills and build their 
educational career through experience in educational duties.
In order to become TFs, graduate students need to have TA 
experience and complete the training course before the semester 
in which they are assigned.The faculty member of the class must 
apply and be approved by the faculty and the teaching institutions 
for the appointment of the class of the TFs.

Working Conditions
The salary of the TF is 4,000 yen per class period (a 
class is 90 min.).

*This salary also includes duties before / after the class period 
(30 min.).

English Academic Writing (e-learning)

Graduate Students can learn how to write scientific papers 
and peer review method by using e-learning 
system (Nature masterclasses).

LANGUAGE SUPPORT PROGRAMS

Mirai Translator®

All graduate students are offered a highly accurate multilingual automated 
translation system , in order to promote the sophistication and 
globalization of their research activities vigorously.

ONLINE Academic Writing Tutorials

The ONLINE Academic Writing Tutorials provide you with the 
opportunity to have your written work checked 
by an English instructor.

Japanese Study Program

1)  Language Academy 
This makes it possible for you to learn multiple languages 
including Japanese at anytime, anywhere for free!

2)  TOBIRA 
This is a Japanese study app and you can download it for free.

Cooperative Education  
through Research Internships

MEXT has implemented this program since 2021. The target is doctoral students, and 
perspectives of this program are as follows:
(1)  To enrich the graduate education in cooperation with industries and universities 

in order to enhance the “research capacity” and “innovation capability” of Japan 
throughout the entire the society.

(2)  Necessity to correspond in anticipation of the future change in employment practices.

RESEARCH INTERNSHIPS


