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A Study of the Assessment and Support for Children Experiencing Poverty :
From the Standpoint of Workers in Residential Children’s Homes

TWATA Mika'

Abstract : The purpose of this research is to explore the assessment and support provided by social workers
and childcare workers in residential children’s homes. What kind of support is available to develop the non-
cognitive skills (the socio emotional skills) in children who are experiencing poverty? We used a
questionnaire to survey social workers and childcare workers in residential children’s homes to learn more
about the situation of these children. The results indicated that most of these children have experienced
neglect, child abuse, parental mental disease, and a miserable quality of life. In response to the tragic
experiences these children have encountered in their early developmental history, residential children’s
homes offer support in the form of “food and clothing,” “one-to-one attention,” and “experiencing a variety of
things.” The quantitative data of this survey provides evidence that these forms of support have helped
children develop their non-cognitive skills. However, the results of an open-ended comments question tell a
different story. From these comments, we discover that these workers, when assessing the children they
serve, do not prioritize deficits in non-cognitive skills as the issues most worthy of addressing. Instead,
these social workers and care workers gave their attention to the children’s whole life including their early
developmental history and their future opportunities and challenges. When we envision and enact support
programs to nourish self-reliance of our target populations, or consider avenues by which to provide support
for the socially vulnerable, we have a natural tendency to focus on developing the capacities of individual
clients. But perhaps this natural tendency needs to be questioned and revisited. Perhaps we need to re-
examine challenges that these children face arising from social structures, with a mind to discovering new
avenues for addressing the needs of these children, whose lives have begun under such difficult

circumstances.

Keywords : Residential children’s home, Child poverty, Assessment, Support, Non-cognitive skills (Socio-

emotional skills)
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