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Issues in Social Work with Young People against Neoliberal Governance

OKABE Akane :

Abstract : The difficult situation facing the young people of Japan today has been exposed to some extent,
and policies for their support have also been formulated. However, such policies are aimed at resolving
social problems as personal problems rather than establishing a system that targets a life of sufficiency.
These policies enhance the personal skills of young people and emphasize psychological change but
overlook the need for financial support. Under such circumstances, what issues should be addressed by
social work that supports daily life? Firstly, the paper discusses problems in social policies by examining the
meaning of “young people” in “support for young people.” In addition, this paper clarifies issues regarding
support as individualized response. Secondly, this paper discusses the position and strategy of social work
with young people, with neoliberal governance as a reference axis. Through this discussion, the study
considers the transformation and control aspects of social work practices under neoliberal governance. In
addition, it highlights the importance of addressing employment and family issues that beset today’s youth,
and underscores the implications of social work with young people, using actual efforts as reference. In
particular, the norms of relying on family in the face of problems and living on earned money are prevalent.
Therefore, resisting such norms and expanding the possibilities of life are important aspects in social work
practice and theory. Finally, the paper points out the dangers of focusing on the approach. Especially, the
paper focuses on approaches to outreach and discusses the risks that such approaches can lead to increased

control of people.

Keywords : Young People, Youth, Social Work, Outreach, Neoliberalism
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