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Capitalism, it will be remembered, managed to
burst asunder in the late Middle Ages the old
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alliance with the developing power of the modern
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Max Weber and “Modern Culture” :
The Research Question of His Protestant Ethic Article (4)

MITOMA Toshiyuki'

Abstract : Max Weber regarded ‘the Spirit of Capitalism,” shown by the ideal type of Benjamin Franklin, as
both ‘rational’ and ‘irrational.” This inconsistency does not arise from consideration of their descendants nor
snobbism. Capitalism, which ‘Materialism’ considers seriously, is not the only reason for this contradiction.
Neither can it be explained as phenomena of Rationalism. So Weber examined its ‘ancestral lineage’ and
Martin Luther’s conception of Beruf (calling).

Luther’'s ‘calling’ is usually thought as simply permission to pursue profit. So Jean Calvin, not Luther,
contributed to development of capitalism. But Luther legitimated this-worldly work as a ‘task’ of God and
assumed fulfillment of duty in vocational callings to be the highest moral activity. The concept of ‘calling’
expresses the central dogma of all Protestant denominations. Weber pointed out that Luther denied Catholic
evangelical councils of monks and friary and claimed salvation through the this-worldy work of each

individual believer.

Keywords : Weber, Protestant Ethic article, Protestantismus, Franklin, Spirit of Capitalism, the culture of

capitalism, Materialism, Sombart, rationalism, Luther, calling, Beruf, Calvin
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