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Human Development and the Legal System for Persons with Disabilities :
Resistance to Neoliberalism

FUKAYA Hirokazu'

Abstract : This paper aims to shed light on the current welfare system for persons with disabilities using the
theory of human development, which is a new concept of rights that stemmed from welfare for persons with
disabilities and educational practice. First, the specific concept of rights for human development from prior
research was surveyed. Attention was particularly focused on workshops in this survey. Then, the problems
connected with the Services and Supports for Persons with Disabilities Act were itemized based on the
history of their establishment to categorize issues on the current welfare system for persons with
disabilities. The ways in which neoliberal reforms from the 1980s affected the welfare system for persons
with disabilities were described. Finally, in the field of resistance to neoliberalism, attention was focused on
the efforts of the Muginome Fukushikai Social Welfare Corporation in Kagoshima Prefecture. The potential

for practices based on “cooperation” were examined.

Keywords : theory of human development, welfare system for persons with disabilities, neoliberalism,

cooperation
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