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A Study on the Process of Placement Change in Social Care due to Child
Behavioral Difficulty: Analysis of Free Description Responses based

on Research on Placement Change in the Foster Care System

ISHIDA Kanako', NOGUCHI Keiji", and ITO Kayoko"

Abstract : In recent years, out-of-home care in Japan has undergone drastic reforms due to the influence of
international trends. Japan has decided to expand family-based care as a national policy, including its
expansion in the promotion of placements with foster parents and the downsizing of residential care
institution, based on the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The purpose of this study was to identify what support practices and additional considerations child
welfare institutions employ to deal with multi-referral ‘drift’ cases within the Japanese care system. A
questionnaire survey was conducted. In addition, each institution type has its own characteristics of
support practices.

This study aimed to clarify the realities of the difficulties of changing placement to another institution due
to a case of child behavioral difficulty.

A text mining method was used to analyze the data for this research. Findings of the analysis suggest the
following present conditions and challenges needed to be ameliorated:

1) Despite being a difficult case with problems of development and attachment, at the stage of preparation
for placement change, it was suggested that there was a lack of institutional collaboration.

2) The need for seamless case management aimed at permanency, the importance of having a perspective

involving permanency

Keywords : Out-of-home care, Placement Change, Permanency, Social Work
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