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Asbestos Disaster of “Outdoor Workers™ in Construction Industry
Irrationality of Discriminatory Compensation Based on “Indoors” and “Outdoors”

Hiroyuki Mori
Abstract:
The Supreme Court decision on May 17, 2021 established the legal liability of the state and building material manufacturers in
the construction asbestos proceedings. The Construction Asbestos Compensation Law enacted based on this stipulates that
construction workers should be relieved of asbestos damage. The current focus will shift to the design of a concrete compensation
/ relief fund system in line with this law. Since these exclude so-called “outdoor workers”, it is highly likely that similar measures
will be taken in the future fund system. However, considering the actual occupational situation, the classification of indoor /
outdoor workers is irrational. Japan's occupational health administration has also accumulated laws and regulations based on this.
Therefore, in compensation for damage caused by construction asbestos, it must be fairly operated even for outdoor workers as

an administrative measure.

Keywords: construction asbestos proceedings, outdoor workers, ordinance on prevention of hazards due to specified chemical

substances
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