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Trends and Challenges in Building Inclusive Society and
Special Needs Education and Welfare for Children with
Disabilities in Vietnam, Cambodia and ASEAN

KURODA Manabu', MAMADA Kazuhiko"

Abstract : This article aims to clarify specific issues for persons with disabilities and trends of education
and welfare for children with disabilities, and to consider the construction of an inclusive society in
ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations), including Vietnam and Cambodia as examples. To
progress the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to the Third Asian and
Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, and the ASEAN Disability Forum, ADF has organized
protection of the rights of persons with disabilities and their specific measures. It describes the trends and
issues of education for children with disabilities, the training system for the teachers and social workers,
and employment system for persons with disabilities in Vietnam and Cambodia. It clarifies specific issues
for the progress of policy for persons with disabilities in ASEAN, which is experiencing remarkable
economic growth, and then considers the need for international cooperation between Japan and ASEAN
countries. Furthermore, this article discusses the social difficulties of persons with disabilities and the

challenges of countermeasures to the new coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic based on UN documents.

Keywords : ASEAN, education and welfare for children with disabilities, Vietnam, Cambodia, international

cooperation
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