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It may be a truism to say that liberation and freedom are not
the same; that liberation may be the condition of freedom but
by no means leads automatically to it; that the notion of liberty
implied in liberation can only be negative, and hence, that even
the intention of liberating is not identical with the desire for
freedom. Yet if these truisms are frequently forgotten, it is be-
cause liberation has always loomed large and the foundation of
freedom has always been uncertain, if not altogether futile.

Freedom, moreover, has played a large and rather controversial
role in the history of both philosophic and religious thought,
and this throughout those centuries - from the decline of the
ancient to the birth of the modern world — when political free-
dom was non-existent, and when, for reasons which do not in-
terest us here, men were not concerned with it. Thus it has be-
come almost axiomatic even in political theory to understand by
political freedom not a political phenomenon, but on the con-
trary, the more or less free range of non-political activities which

a given body politic will permit and guarantee to those who
constitute it.

Excerpt from ON REVOLUTION by Hannah Arendt, copyright © 1963, 1965 by Hannah Arendt;
copyright renewed © 1991 by Lotte Kohler.

Used by permission of Viking Books, an imprint of Penguin Publishing Group, a division of Penguin Random
House LLC. All rights reserved.
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