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Abstract

This paper presents a 13-year record of cosplay by one cosplayer in order to clarify
how cosplayers, the bearers of cosplay culture, play cosplay. The researcher (hereafter
referred to as "A”) made a list of her own cosplay experiences, especially the photos
she took, and examined what kind of works and characters she cosplayed, where she
photographed them, and how she procured her costumes. The results showed that as
A’s cosplay experience increased, she began to cosplay at places where non-cosplayers
also attended events, such as cosplay events, cosplay studios, coterie magazine auc-
tions, and street events, rather than at the main locations where cosplay was taken.
In addition, although most of the cosplayers made their own costumes, they purchased
costumes when the frequency of cosplaying increased, which reduced the time required
for costume preparation and made it easier for them to enjoy cosplaying. The above
results provide one specific method of playing cosplay over a long period of time, and
will contribute to future research on cosplay and cultural history.
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Fukuyama & Sato: The Process of 202 Cosplay Experiences Over 13 Years
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