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Murakami Haruki “Introduction: Akutagawa Ryūnosuke: Downfall of the Chosen.” Rashōmon and Seventeen 
Other Stories, PENGUIN BOOKS, 2006, pp.xix-xxi 
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Along with the possibility of the extinction of mankind by nuclear war, a central problem of our age is the contamination 

of man’s total environment with substances of incredible potential for harm  substances that accumulate in the tissues of 
plants and animals, and even penetrate the germ cells, to shatter or alter the very material of heredity, upon which the shape 
of the future depends. Some would-be architects of our future look toward a time when we will be able to alter the human 
germ plasm by design. But we may easily be altering it now by inadvertence, for many chemicals, like radiation, bring about 
gene mutations. It is ironic to think that man may determine his own future by something so seemingly trivial as the choice 
of his insect spray. The results, of course, will not be apparent for decades or centuries. All this has been risked  for what? 
Future historians may well be amazed by our distorted sense of proportion. How could intelligent beings seek to control a few 
unwanted species of weeds and insects by a method that brought the threat of disease and death even to their own kind? 

The problem whose attempted solution has touched off such a train of disaster is an accompaniment of our modern way of 
life. Long before the age of man, insects inhabited the earth  a group of extraordinarily varied and adaptable beings. Since 
man’s advent, a small percentage of the more than half a million species of insects have come into conflict with human 
welfare, principally in two ways  as competitors for the food supply and as carriers of human disease. Disease-carrying 
insects become important where human beings are crowded together, especially when sanitation is poor, as in times of 
natural disaster or war, or in situations of extreme poverty and deprivation. As for insects that compete with man for food, 
they become important with the intensification of agriculture  the devotion of immense acreages to the production of a 
single crop. Such a system sets the stage for explosive increases in specific insect populations. Single-crop farming does not 
take advantage of the principles by which nature works; it is agriculture as an engineer might conceive it to be. Nature has 
introduced great variety into the landscape, but man has displayed a passion for simplifying it. Thus he undoes the built-in 
checks and balances by which nature holds the various species within bounds. One important natural check is a limit on the 
amount of suitable habitat for each species. Obviously, an insect that lives on wheat can build up its population to much 
higher levels on a farm devoted solely to wheat than on a farm where wheat is intermingled with crops to which the insect is 
not adapted. In all such circumstances, insect control of some sort is necessary and proper. But in the case of both types of 
insect  the disease-carrying and the crop-consuming  it is a sobering fact that massive chemical control has had only 
limited success, and even threatens to worsen the very conditions it is intended to curb. 

( Rachel Carson. Man’s War Against Nature. Penguin Books, 2021, pp.9-11.) 
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