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It was under the inspiration of Mannheim that I attempted in
Part I of this book—albeit with indifferent success—to treat early
Tokugawa Neo-Confucianism not as the doctrines of individual
Confucianists, but rather, on an impersonal level, as a “Neo-
Confucian mode of thought” and to try to trace through the his-
torical vicissitudes of that mode of thought the disintegration of
the “orthodox’ world view of the Tokugawa period. The idea
was attractive enough in its conception, but the actual labor of
trying to bridge the gap between Mannheim’s abstract methodol-
ogy and the embarrassingly rich historical material on Tokugawa
Confucianism and National Learning was far from easy.

I have already mentioned that I also found Borkenau’s work an
illuminating illustration of how to go about linking the internal
logical and the external sociological perspectives on the history of
ideas. The argument of Part I—that the twin related concepts of
“norm” and ‘“‘nature” that characterized Neo-Confucianism split
apart later in the development of Confucian thought and that it
was this split which prepared the ground for the mode of thought
of the scholars of the National Learning—got many hints from
Borkenau’s description of the historical development of Thomas
Aquinas’ concept of “natural law” and its various categories.

Masao Maruyama: STUDIES IN THE INTELLECTUAL HISTORY OF TOKUGAWA JAPAN. UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO PRESS,
2001, p.xxvii
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Change came more slowly to the Japanese countryside, but the interwar years
nevertheless saw impressive changes in rural society. The basic causes were
the same: people were tired of being told their sacrifices were for the sake of
the country, they were tired of seeing those more privileged than themselves
gain at their expense, and they were sufficiently educated and literate to realize
that other people, in other areas, were demanding more justice. In addition,
their rent—a share of the crop—might be sold at great profit by their land-
lord.

Japan was still overwhelmingly rural after the Russo-Japanese War; rapid
as urban growth had been, the vast majority of Japanese lived in hamlets and
villages. There was widespread agreement that the spiritual and social health
of the country depended upon the stability of the countryside. Agriculture
was ultimately the basis, and this view, codified as nohon shugi, “agriculture
as the basis,” harked back to physiocratic Confucian thought. Some antimod-
ernists deplored the fact that Japan was forsaking its roots for the false glitter
of the West, but everybody thought of a healthy countryside as the real bul-
wark against the corrupting influences of the city.

Unfortunately that countryside was far from healthy, and most of its in-
habitants had shared poorly in the benefits of modernity. By the years after

World War I about 40 percent of all agricultural land was tenant farmed. This
percentage fluctuated over time, but it remained relatively stable until the

reforms that followed World War II. Rent averaged about 50 percent of the
yield and was paid in kind; the tenant was obliged to carry it to the landlord’s
storage granary. Tenants were also expected to be of service to the landlord
in a variety of ways when help was needed. The relationship was supposedly
paternal, expressed in the landlord’s status of oyakata (parent), a term en-
countered earlier with reference to labor contractors, but it could often signify
submission rather than affection. The tenant had no security of tenure, and
he risked his landlord’s displeasure at his peril.

Used with permission of Harvard University Press, from The making of modern Japan,
by Marius B. Jansen, 2000; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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The years between the wars exhibited a remarkable pluralism in politics and
thought. The rapid course of industrialization, spurred by the Russo-Japanese
War and climaxing during the years of World War I, brought to focus changes
initiated by the Meiji reforms. Those changes had as their goal the creation
of a Japan able to hold its own with the Great Powers and a Japan dominant
in Northeast Asia. The forces they unleashed, however, brought dislocation
in every part of Japanese society. Women began to tire of the “good wife,
wise mother” role to which they had been assigned. A labor movement began
to challenge the undisputed dominance of the members of the Industrial Club,
and a tenant movement gave evidence of dislocations in village life. The diffu-
sion of education brought with it ready access to outside thought, and modern
transportation brought premodern Japan to the new industrial centers and
cities. Urbanization brought with it a new mass culture. Japan had become
a land of far greater social variety than before. It was more open to the world
than it had been. The products and tensions of the modern world had ren-
dered it more internationalist and cosmopolitan. But because more and more
of Western literature and thought was available in translation, and Japan’s
academic and cultural institutions had developed their own structure and
mechanisms, Japan’s intellectuals were in some ways more parochial than
their Meiji predecessors, who had had to meet the West on its own terms and
not in Japanese translation.

Japan’s picture of the wotld, so clear and graded in Meiji times, also be-
came less distinct and more complex. Japan was now one of the Great Powers,
but the clarity of the model it had held up for emulation gave way to a multi-
plicity of images. The imperialist goal that had energized developed states in
the nineteenth century gave way to talk of self-determination and cooperation.
In China, in Russia, in Austria-Hungary, in Germany, and in Turkey monar-
chy was replaced by republicanism, and Japan—the struggling youth of the
imagery of the 1880s—found itself an uncertain and rather fearful senior.

Used with permission of Harvard University Press, from The making of modern Japan,
by Marius B. Jansen, 2000; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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