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What was the economic foundation of Jomon prosperity? There is evidence that
in several regions there was a shift in the location of sites from higher areas during
the Early (IfI) Jomon to lower terraces during the Middle (Iv) Jomon, suggesting a
change in subsistence activities between these phases (Fujimori 1965, Ishizaka
1985).

Stone and bone tools are often expected to reflect the overall trend of subsist-
cnce activities most sensitively among all artefacts. However, bone and antler tools
are mainly recovered from shell middens so that comparisons between inland and
coastal sites cannot be made on this basis. The following 1s a summary of common
stone tools from the Middle Jomon (Fig. 8.11). Arrowheads are the most common
hunting tools, although spearheads are also seen in Tohoku and Hokkaido. Tan-
ged stone scrapers, thought to have been used for skinning and butchering, as well
as drills for sewing skin or manufacturing bone tools, were also present. There are
also large tanged stone scrapers made of coarse material, which are characteristic

of the Middle Jomon and which seem to have been used for processing plant
materials. Use wear analysis of chipped stone axes suggests that, despite the name,
they were used as digging tools, whereas ground stone axes were used for cutting
wood. There are also the so-called side-edged tools, especially numerous in the
Chubu Highlands, whose function, according to one opinion, was for cropping
plant foods, and can be the evidence of agriculture. Other tools presumably used
for processing plant foods include grinding slabs, grinding stones, pitted stones and
stone hammers. Fishing tools include stone and ceramic net sinkers and pumice
tloats.

Although stone toaol types of the Middle Jomon are not significantly different
from those of the former phase, change is reflected in the overall composition of
tools with a decrease in hunting gear and an increase in plant-food processing
tools. Chipped stone axes account for more than half of all stone tools in most sites
of the western Kanto region and the Chubu Highlands. Formerly, even prior to
the recagnition of Yayol agriculture, Kashiwa Oyama who cxcavated onc of the
main sites of the Middle Jomon in western Kanto, Katsusaka, hypothesized a
phase of incipient agriculture on the basis of many chipped stone axes, which he
interpreted to be hoes (Oyama 1927), 2 HE TS .
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Eiichi Fujimori, who carried out much research of Middle jomon sites in the
Chubu Highlands, argued that the stability and prosperity of the culture could not
have been achieved solely through hunting and gathering., He thus renewed the
Middle Jomon agricuiture hypothesis, arguing on the basis of both its non-hunting
character and the large quantity of chipped stone axes, which he suggested could
have been used as ploughing tools (Fujimoni 1970). Makato Watanabe (1975),
however, who studied techniques for processing acorns and other nuts in folklore,
and applying this knowledge to archaeological material, suggested that such tech-
niques were developed during the Jomon period, resulting in an increased number
of edible plant foods. Further, he argued that it was this technique and not agri-
culture that brought about the prosperity of the Middle Jomon. This idea had to
be moditied, however, on account of the discovery at an Incipient site at Higashi—
Kurotsuchida {Kagoshima prefecture}, of stored acorns from deciduous oaks,
which require a painstaking processing for the removal of tannic acids.

Used with permission of University of Hawaii Press, from Prehistoric Japan : New Perspectives on Insular East Asia,
by Keiji Imamura, 1996; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.




