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Select three from the following terms and explain the meaning. 

Select one from the following questions and answer it. 
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This research article focuses on a globally observable intersection of discursive strategies by right-wing movements commonly 
described as the ‘New Right’ (e.g. Nakano 2016) and the dissemination of conspiracy narratives and disinformation. In particular, 
it examines what proponents of the New Right call ‘metapolitics’ through a case study of Kobayashi Yoshinori, a Japanese 
historical-revisionist author. The term ‘metapolitics’, originally coined by Alain de Benoist, a key intellectual figure in France’s 
New Right in the 1980s (and paradoxically based on the concept of ‘cultural hegemony’ by Antonio Gramsci, an Italian Marxist 
thinker), refers to the metapolitical discursive strategy of disseminating far-right ideas in the ‘pre-political’ sphere of culture. In 
a more concrete, contemporary application by the ‘New Right’, the goal of this strategy is to skillfully place discursive fragments 
of intersecting anti-feminist, xenophobic, and/or anti-establishment agendas in the public sphere through various types of media 
(e.g. TV talk shows or social media) and thereby to gradually ‘normalize’ these ideas and concepts in everyday language and 
political discourse.  

A key mode of the metapolitical strategy is to employ crypto-fascist codes to distract from the de facto extremist ideological 
core of those concepts. The strategic dissemination of disinformation and conspiracy ideologies must therefore be considered 
another important element of metapolitical strategies, aimed at causing confusion, inverting correct and incorrect information, 
and destabilizing the reputation of democratic institutions, including the government and political parties, academia and science, 
and journalism. Given that conspiracy narratives are often based on the assumption that certain persons or institutions operate in 
the dark and hide information or their true intentions from ‘the people’, these narratives can be easily discursively connected with 
the anti-elite, anti-establishment antagonistic stance of the New Right and its political arm of right-wing populism, based on a 
very similar dichotomy of ‘good’ vs. ‘evil’, or ‘us’ vs. ‘them’ (Butter 2020). It is particularly in ‘sensitive political moments when 
public opinion is polarized’ (Howard & Kollanyi 2016) – such as the presidential campaign of Donald Trump, the UK’s Brexit 
referendum, or a global pandemic – that strategic disinformation campaigns or conspiracy narratives can gain a foothold. In these 
situations, a ‘firehose of falsehood’ spraying conspiracy narratives and scattered pieces of disinformation co-existing with public 
narratives and scientific facts can generate ‘censorship through noise’ (Pomerantsev 2019)  – namely, a situation in which it has 
become increasingly difficult to distinguish between falsehood and facts. 

Stevie Poppe, Linda Havenstein, and Fabian Schäfer. 2023. “The Far Right and the Dissemination of COVID-19-Related Disinformation and 

Conspiracy Narratives in Japan: The Metapolitics of Kobayashi Yoshinori” Asiascape: Digital Asia 10 (1–2): 154-155. 

Questions 

1. What particular issue does the article explore?

2. Explain the metapolitical strategy.

3. How do conspiracy theories function in this strategy and why are they effective?
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Select three from the following terms and explain the meaning. 

   a human rights model of disability 
 PPI Patient and Public Involvement
  archives 

 agnotology 

  capitalist realism 

  genome editing 

 polygamy 

  multispecies ethnography 

 syncretism 

 ASCII art 

 pcycling 

 cultural appropriation 

Select one from the following questions and answer it. 

Discuss the issues associated with "forced medical treatment," such as involuntary psychiatric hospitalization. 

Discuss the ethical issues related to the practical implementation of neuroscience technology (BrainTech), providing 

examples. 

Discuss freely the ethical issues involved in researching and describing memories of violence in post-conflict societies. 

Discuss the issue of 'authorship' in your field of study, providing one or more examples. 
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Select either the Japanese or English examination, read the sentences and answer the questions. (If you choose the English 
examination, you don’t need to answer the Japanese one.  
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