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Considerations on the Imperial Japanese Army

and the Self-Defense Forces:

A Case Study of the Participation of Former Self-Defense Force Members
in Senyukai

Ryo TSUNODA

Recently, Japanese society has focused on the relationship between the JSDF and the
Imperial Japanese Army, which has developed in the context of pacifism. However, the
relationship between the Imperial Japanese Army and the JSDF has not been
adequately discussed in previous JSDF research. This paper examines the relationship
between the JSDF and the former Imperial Japanese Army by focusing on the
phenomenon of former JSDF officers participating in an organization called Senyukai
i & 2%, which was established by former Imperial Japanese Army personnel. The
results revealed that the JSDF and the Senyukai strengthened their relationship after
the 1990s, when the advanced age of surviving Imperial Japanese Army personnel
presented a serious problem. The study also revealed that there was a significant
discrepancy between former SDF officers and former Japanese military personnel
regarding their evaluation of the Asia-Pacific War and other issues. It then pointed out
that examining the contemporary Senyukai, in which former JSDF officers participate
and make policy recommendations, is important for understanding the relationship
between the JSDF and the Imperial Japanese Army, as well as the social activities of

former JSDF officers.
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