Working as a Peer Supporter or Student Staff Member

At Ritsumeikan University, there are many systems of peer support in which students support and learn from one
another independently. Around 40 organizations and 4,000 students are involved in peer support activities. A way for
students to assist other students, peer support is an opportunity for meeting, learning and growth among students
from diverse national and regional backgrounds and value outlooks.

Peer support has a long history at Ritsumeikan University, beginning with the “Orientation Conductor” activities to
support new enrollees and discussed at the Plenary Council* of the University as early as 1991. Today it is one of the
university’s distinguishing features.

*Plenary Council: Based on the idea that all constituents of the university should participate in self-government, Ritsumeikan University
has established a system that enables the different groups that constitute the university —undergraduate students, graduate students,
faculty and staff, and the university authorities (Executive Board of Trustees)—to engage actively in improvements and reforms to
the conditions of education, research, and student life. This system is known as the "Plenary Council." The members of the Plenary
Council are representatives of the Student Council and Graduate Student Council as the self-governing organizations of undergraduate
and graduate students respectively, the Faculty/Staff Union, and the university authorities (Executive Board of Trustees), with the
Ritsumeikan Co-operative participating as an observer.
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