
“Zainichi” is born and reborn through the narratives of and about Zainchi. The reference Zainichi elucidates the origin, history,
and legacy of the formerly colonized Koreans in Japan, whose descendants continue to challenge oppressive and discriminatory
structural powers. Now spanning up to fifth generation, Zainichi stands at a threshold. It is a sense of urgency to seize a fleeting
history, a critical moment that Zainichi share with diasporic peoples across borders. An international fusion of voices by and
about Zainichi taps into a polyphony of intellectuals, grassroots social activists, and alltags-actors centering “Zainichi” within the
realm of a global dialogue on colonial legacies of violence and displacement and postcolonial attempts at defining and
redefining the former migrants and their descendants.

 “Chance-encounters”—documented in the pages of Hidden Treasures: Lives of First-Generation Korean Women in Japan
(Rowman & Littlefield, 2005) that led to the recounting of the intersectional crossroads of first, second, and third generation
elucidated in Zainichi Korean Women in Japan: Voices (Routledge, 2019) — reveal the meeting of the past, present, and future
trajectories found in Zainichi Contemporary Experience (Seoul Journal, 2023), igniting a transnational, global conversation.
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