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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the concept of time in the Trajectory Equifinality Ap-
proach (TEA) and explore the methods and challenges in depicting life trajectories by
applying Imagination Theory to TEM diagrams. The concept of “irreversible time,”
which forms the foundation of Trajectory Equifinality Modeling (TEM), is derived
from Bergson’s pure duration and captures people’s experiences as states in which
time continuously flows. Additionally, Valsiner’s “promoter sign,” analyzed in the
Three-Layer Model of Genesis (TLMG), functions as a sign that motivates action and
facilitates novel developments. In addition to the time concepts presented in the TEA,
this study attempted to visualize the intersection of recalled experiences and future
anticipations at bifurcation points (BFP) by applying Zittoun’s Imagination Theory,
particularly its concept of temporal orientation, thereby enriching TEM diagrams with
pleromatic visual representations. The methodological challenges for future research
include refining the theoretical coherence between temporal orientation in imagination
and irreversible time, balancing the complexity and clarity of TEM diagram expres-
sions, and developing methods to represent the interrelationship between individual
experiences and sociocultural contexts. By addressing these challenges, this study
contributes to the theoretical and methodological development of a qualitative under-
standing of life trajectories using TEA.

keywords: Trajectory Equifinality Approach, TEM diagrams, irreversible time,

promoter sign, Imagination Theory
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