BRMR e 2R F258 (2025 4F) o STRBIARE S D5 & DB Y & —

pp. 72-84

TEA [CEITE3DIRR DR T A
LR S DA S FE D < B RIRFSEIE O # R B
AT 120253 H 31 H

HH KB i RERERE NS 7R
Rl RE QrafEkrR b R EH )
LZH AT QIMBER AR a D)

YL XYY GRS A DI

o8

ARFWTIE, BRERERESEY 72 —F (Trajectory Equifinality Approach: TEA) 2
BI ¥ FEe LT TR SH) OFEZRERL, ZOMEAFITOWTHNT
%, HEkD TEA TORHTIE, BRSBTS LTOFESNSR, it
SEWMADICHEELRFED 1 D INTE, AT, BEOD=ZEETL
(Three Layers Model of Genesis) DHimtiHax AV, AT EROE X %
HBh A7z T RaH) ZRET 5, Ao, BRESCEZELZEOIRNTEZITAL
LTEFRR, Z2OFTITRALE LTHHEL EhRWERZELSOMiE L L TRIET 2
FETH D, REEFZICELIEMOER 0 R 2R Lz, 2 DOHEHD 55705
BT OHERIHIL, BIXOERDO 0t 2OR TR EL2HET 27-D0EELTF
WP ERBIERT, KX TRET 2 0EETINE, TutXOEREHAR
CAJREMEZ O o K BB R FETH 2 L WVWR 5,

F—T—F DR, ERERERENEY Tu—F (TEA), sty

MRS -l AE (BE-mail: dj.y.nakata@gmail.com)

72



Qualitative Inquiry and Social Implementation, No.2 (2025) “." Center for MONODUKURI Qualitative Research, Ritsumeikan University

pp- 72-84

‘ Practical Research ‘

Proposal and Illustration of Branch Point Analysis
in TEA

A New Development in Qualitative Research Methods
Based on Semiotic Cultural Psychology

Published: March 31, 2025

Yuki Inoue Nakata (Graduate School of Humanities and Faculty of Letters, Kobe University)
Michi Fukuyama (Graduate School of Human Science, Ritsumeikan University)

Yuko Yasuda (College of Comprehensive Psychology, Ritsumeikan University)

Tatsuya Sato (College of Comprehensive Psychology, Ritsumeikan University)

Abstract

In this paper, we propose a method called “Branch Point Analysis” within the Tra-
jectory Equifinality Approach (TEA) and introduce its visualization techniques. In
research employing conventional TEA analysis, capturing branch points as turning
points of transformation and understanding acts, signs, and values have been regarded
as one of the most essential tasks. Branch Point Analysis is an approach that adopts
the Three Layers Model of Genesis (TLMG) theoretical framework and incorporates
the perspective of Radical Behaviorism to understand transformational processes. This
method initially treats all elements, including emotions and thoughts, as actions, then
classifies elements that cannot be categorized as actions into signs and values. Us-
ing two case studies focusing on the transformational process of motivation leading
to graduate school enrollment, we demonstrate how Branch Point Analysis provides
key insights into the role of signs and their visual representation in the transforma-
tion process. The analysis distinguishes between promotive signs, which drive actions,
and inhibitory signs, which constrain them, highlighting their impact on value trans-
formations. This method enhances our ability to identify and illustrate significant
turning points in transformational processes. The proposed Branch Point Analysis
serves as a novel qualitative research method, offering new possibilities for interpret-
ing and visualizing complex transformational processes while maintaining flexibility
and adaptability to diverse research contexts.

keywords: Branch Point Analysis, Trajectory Equifinality Approach (TEA),
Semiotic Cultural Psychology
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