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For fifteen years following the publication of his Treatise, his
life was a continuous battling with the powers and principalities of
this world. He was first banished to Idzu where he remained three
years, making converts in his exile. On his return to Kamakura
he was entreated by his followers to stop “warfare” and devote
himself mostly to their edification; to which his decided answer
was that “now in the beginning of Latter Day Laws, when the
virulence of errors is so strong, polemic attack is a necessity as
medicine to a disease at its crisis, and is a mercy, though it does
not appear so.” He at once resumed his old attitude,—an incorri-
gible priest he,—heedless of the destruction now hanging over his
head. One evening, when on his missionary tour with several of
his disciples, he was suddenly attacked by a company of men
swords in hand. The leader of the attacking party was no other

than the landlord who had determined upon the removal of the
audacious renovator at the time of his proclamation of the new
doctrines four years ago. Three of his disciples were killed, one
priest and two laymen, in their effort to save the life of their
master. Thus the Sutra had its first martyrs in Japan, precious to
the memory of the myriad who now put their trust in the same.
Nichiren escaped with a wound in his forehead, the mark of his
fidelity to the Law.

N = THRFERH AN Representative Men of Japan] PIAME = 2EDVDARHARSS, 20094F, pp. 285-286
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The conclusion of the Tripartite Pact further hardened the US’ stance toward Japan.
The Second Konoe Cabinet commenced negotiations with the US in an attempt to
avoid conflict between the two nations. US-Japan talks that began at the end of 1940
with private citizens developed into formal government-level negotiations berween
Nomura Kichisaburd (1877-1964) and Secretary of State Cordell Hull (1871-1955).

" Around the same time, Foreign Minister Matsuoka Yosuke, who had been visiting
Germany and Italy to reinforce the partnership of the Tripartite Pact, concluded the
Soviet-Japanese Neutrality Pact in Moscow in April 1941 while returning to Japan.
Japan's aims with this agreement were to facilitate advancing the southward expansion
policy by not only securing peace in the north, but also rebalancing the deteriorating
relationship with the US through forging stronger relations with the Sovier Union.

In June 1941, Germany suddenly invaded the Soviet Union, beginning the
Eastern Front of the war. In response to this situation, an Imperial Conferencet - -
was held on July 2, 1941, and with strong insistence from <ne military, it was decided
to advance southward despite the risk of war with the UK and the US, and, should
the opportunitsz present itself, to move against the Soviet Union (i.e., the northward
advance policy) . The Second Konoe Cabinet planned to continue negotiations with
the US, and to this end fitst resigned en masse to remove Foreign Minister Matsuoka,
who had an uncompromising stance towards the US. However, immediately after
the establishment of the Third Konoe Cabinet, at the end of July the Japanese inva-
sion of French Indochina, which had already been planned, was carried out, and
in response the US froze Japanese assets in the US and prohibited the export of

petroleum to Japan . The US thus expressed its intent to prevent Japan's advance to
the south and plans to create a New Order in East Asia, a view with which the UK
and the Netherlands concurred. The Japanese military, feeling a crisis was imminent,
asserted that war was the only way to counter Japan being oppressed by “ABCD
encirclement . o

The Imperial Conference of September 6 sanctioned the Guidelines for Executing
Imperial Policy that established early October as a deadline: should diplomatic negoti-
ations prove unsuccessfil by that time, then Japan would embark on hostilities against
the US (along with the UK and the Netherlands). With the U.S. insisting on a total
withdrawal of Japanese troops from China, however, US-Japan negotiations continued
through mid-October without a compromise being reached. Prime Minister Konoe
strongly desired to continue talks with the US in order to reach an agreement, but
he faced opposition from the army minister, T6jo Hideki (1884-1948), who insisted
on ending negotiations and going to war. This ultimately led to the resignation of the
Konoe Cabinet on October 16.
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