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One of the frequently noted characteristics of modern life, and one assumed by most theories of modern society, is the decline in the

areal variation of ways of life during the twentieth century. Many factors have been cited in attempts to explain this decline, () the

most prominent of which are the technological revolutions in communication and transportation. the growth of a now worldwide
capitalist market system. the growth of urbanization associated with the structural transformation of economies from agricultural to
industrial and service-based forms. and the growth of the state associated with the centralization of decision-making and the
application of principles of scientific rationality to the planning of societies. These factors are of course interrelated and have been
combined to describe modern society. Disputes arise concerning their relative weighting and interrelationships rather than their
descriptive accuracy.

The first of these factors, the twentieth-century revolution in technology that allowed for increased ease and speed of movement
of people and information, is the one most often found in discussions of chorology. For example, in the 1948 symposium on
regionalism in America, the sociologist Louis Wirth presented a common, critical view of the significance of regions in modern life
when he stated that: “we must always, especially in modern times, reckon with the power of communication and transportation —
with the mobility of men and ideas — to undo regions.” This same idea has been presented in a somewhat different fashion by the
geographer Cole Harris; for him, this technological revolution meant that “isolation, the essential support of regional cultural
differentiation, was breaking down.”

This breakdown of cultural “isolation” has been seen from a long-term perspective by those considering the evolution of the
capitalist world system. Although these ideas have been common among historians and social scientists and thus cannot be assigned
to the work of any one person, the sociologist Immanuel Wallerstein has been a significant contributor to contemporary discussions
of this issue in his consideration of the process of modernization. Wallerstein associates modernization with the origins of a world
system of the capitalist mode of production, which he locates in Europe during the period extending from 1450 to 1640. After an
initial phase of consolidation that lasted until the nineteenth century, this mode of production expanded into a global system with the
aid of the powerful technologies unleashed by the industrial revolution. Wallerstein suggests that this period of globalization lasted
until World War I, and from that time to the present the capitalist mode of production has undergone a period of consolidation. The
greater interconnectedness of this world system is powered by the market and facilitated by the technological innovations that such
a market economy has produced.

David Harvey has captured the geographical significance of this spread of capitalism in stating that:

Peoples possessed of the utmost diversity of historical experience, living in an incredible variety of physical circumstances, have
been welded, sometimes gently and cajolingly but more often through the exercise of ruthless brute force, into a complex unity

under the international division of labour.

Harvey is not arguing here that the development of capitalism leads necessarily to the destruction of areal diversity. On the contrary,

he argues that the logic of capitalism provides a basis for understanding the process of differentiation through what has been referred

to as “ development™:

Factories and fields, schools, churches, shopping centres and parks, roads and railways litter a landscape that has been indelibly

(Z3HD1)
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and irreversibly carved out according to the dictates of capitalism. Again, this physical transformation has not progressed evenly.

Vast concentrations of productive power here constant with relatively empty regions there. Tight concentrations of activity in one
place contrast with sprawling far-flung development in another. All of this adds up to what we call the X) geographical

development’ of capitalism.

As Harvey’s words suggest, however, and as Neil Smith has illustrated, the study of development shares little with

traditional studies of chorology other than a concern for areal variation. Harvey’s language of “empty” an “filled” regions suggests
a conceptualization closer to that of the spatial analysts than to that of the chorologists. The picture that emerges from his writing is
one of a manipulation or creation of spaces and regions by the powerful mechanisms associated with the growth of capitalism. Ideas
of local culture emerge only as residual effects of this dynamic of capital, and are to be understood only in reference to them. The

mechanisms of capitalism create types of places and regions, to which culture adds “local color.”

Hi# : J. Nicholas Entrikin (1991) . The Betweenness of Place: Towards a Geography of Modernity,

The Johns Hopkins University Press, pp. 28-30. K JFESLO—FRE A Lz,

(1) TS (1) & AAGRIZERE,

(2) o (X) (CHTTE DR BB RFEAZROBREDOH D 1 OBV, FH o TEZL,

(D advanced @ imaginative @ modified @ uneven fip 2%

(3] Z D3I David Harvey O x EO XTI TWH EE 2 BiLdH )y, HAGE TR~ X,

(4] ZOXEDHF A bV e L TROEYZRSDZROBIRBDOTNDE 1 OO, FH5TER L,

(D Empirical-Theoretical Significance ~ @ Epistemological Significance (@ Normative Significance  fi%%

Used with permission of Johns Hopkins University Press,

(&Z3EHD?2) from The Betwegrjness of Place_: prards a Geography of Moqernity,
J. Nicholas Entrikin, 1991; permission conveyed through Copyright
Clearance Center, Inc.
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Hidl : S. Hinchliffe (2007). Geographies of Nature, SAGE Publications Ltd., pp. 33-34.
KO —H A B Lz,

(1) TS (1) & RAGERIZERE,

(2] FHEES (1) I2oW T, ZOFHIL, idealism 2 ED X 51Tl TW 5, HAFE THEHIRICE X,
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This might provide a little pause for thought and help us contextualize some of the interest in mobilities with wider philosophies of
process and movement. Henri Bergson (1911, 1950) is probably the most well-known philosopher of process. According to Bergson,

mobility and any idea of a world-in-process lay below the individual’s capacity to perceive that reality. (,)Bergson suggested that

perception was rather like that of the snapshot photograph, wherein a moving environment is captured and locked down onto an

immobile photograph.

The point of this discussion is to demonstrate what we might call a particular train of ‘mobile ontologies’ — a set of
apprehensions about the world characterized by movement, flow and vortices of matter, even if things appear fixed. In many ways
all of this movement can easily escape human experience and perception unless we are trained to look for and think about it. But just
because all this motion and process may lie unnoticed by our experience, I do not believe they could or should not count as mobility

or it is necessarily that useful to discount them. (.)Rather, we might instead work to question the moments when these movements

of matter come to matter as mobilities. When are they (X) ? When and how do they shape social relations? While we will

deal with disasters and emergencies later in the book, movements of disaster provide some of the most obvious examples of highly
volatile mobile materials that — in certain instances — force themselves upon the register of societies and vulnerable populations
who are confronted with them.

(~The Haiti earthquake of 2010 is extremely interesting in this regard. Not just for what Nigel Clark (2010) has called the

‘inhuman natures’ that ripped apart Haiti’s housing stock and public utilities and infrastructure as preciously benign movements of
the earth became shockingly and violently real. For along with the earthquake came to serve outbreak of cholera which since 2010
has killed over 9,000 people. But the outbreak itself was found to have been introduced by UN peacekeepers carrying the cholera
bacteria from Nepal (Montalto et al. 2013). For Mimi Sheller, this reminds us that ‘diseases too make use of vectors of mobility with
no respect for the borders of states or islands, bodies or cells’ (Sheller 2013: 199). At the time of writing, current legal actions is
contesting the UN’s biosecurity screening of the Nepalese forces and the negligence of a private contractor to install proper sewage

infrastructure within the UN camp at Mirebelais (7he Guardian, 18 August 2016).

Hit : Adey, P. (2017). Mobility (2nd Edition), Routledge, pp.7-8. * JESLDO—# & A& LT,

(& 4 HO 3 )

Used with permission of Taylor and Francis, from Mobility,
by Peter Adey, 2017; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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