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To measure the value of a country’s market-based economic activity, to indicate
relative and absolute levels of prosperity by looking at per capita, and the pace of
economic growth by comparing annual rates of change of above data (38)

Il.

(AR2z]
It is the estimates of GDP that inform contemporary debates about the pace
of economic growth, the widening gap between rich and poor countries,
and the promotion of developing countries to developed countries. But
governments had little interest in gathering official statistics before the 19th
century, and the first attempts at measuring GDP did not begin until much
later. That is why historians have engaged to rectify this deficiency, drawing
upon a range of mostly unofficial data sources. (78)
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