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Organic Farming and Food Marketing in Japan:
Challenges in Transitioning to Green Agriculture and Lessons from Denmark

HO Thanh Tam

Growing interest in organic agriculture as a sustainable solution for preserving the
environment and biodiversity is driving its development worldwide. However, in
Japan, despite the growing global progress towards sustainable agriculture and a
notable increase in environmental consciousness among consumers and producers
alike, the organic farming sector and consumption patterns continue to show
remarkably limited growth. This is evidenced by persistently low adoption rates
among farmers who remain hesitant to transition to organic methods, coupled with
minimal market penetration of organic products in mainstream retail channels and
consumer purchasing behaviors. This study aims to investigate the key factors
hindering the growth of organic agriculture in Japan, focusing particularly on
consumer perspectives. To provide a comparative framework, I will examine the
strategies and policies that have fostered a thriving organic market in Denmark,
widely recognized as the global leader in organic food consumption. Both Denmark and
Japan have implemented policies to boost organic consumption as a strategy for
expanding their organic farming sectors. Through a detailed comparative analysis of
the fundamental differences and key similarities between Japan and Denmark's
agricultural systems, consumer behaviors, and policy frameworks, we aim to derive
valuable insights and develop practical, culturally appropriate solutions that could
potentially boost the growth of organic consumption within the Japanese market

context.
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I. EU&IC

2050 4F £ TIIRERR A A (GHG) FEMEZEH X TIZT 5 &) RRIIYZRILD Mot i
HcirbnTwad (UNEP, 2020) COHBEIZMIT T, &®TOEEL T ¥ =2 PirFY 7T 74
Fr—VOBEIINYME I EATFRINTED, BELT ¥ —d 2O TIEZR WV,

REZHADIRER R A APHEIIBW TS REEGZ DL TH LA, 2 VHlED
0% % HOTWE (ZEFIANYH—F,2023: 64 H)o L2L. BEOBEREN., Fl 2 1XHAE 2
YT IAT Y ADBALRBUR FALIROBMNC X ). HAD KA X 0 Fise vl 58 72 A B AT 2 3R
L. BEOBRE 7+ -V ARMEEELAL vy 74 THETEND EMWIFS NS,

ARREZEL HROWERL T A2 FH L CTER LR Z LT 2 BETHETHS (European
Commission, 2021). #xiL. CNABRBEMEOMIK L LTET TSN TV 5, HHEEEIL.
BRSO, MBI OMERE, € U R RE 2 Rk 2 RIS IREE S 2 TR 2 RIEL TV 5, H
KT THE] [F ==y 7 ] FLIRPTED (BMKES, 2018: 1 H).

Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL) & International Federation of Organic
Agricultural Movements (IFOAM) Ot (2024) 12 XiuE. 2022 4EHAE. AHEEE IR
188 #E 9600 ST~ ¥ — VL EDORMTEBINTED, D& Ld 450 T ADRRA 2% D
WEEHLTWD, HEAOEEIIBWT, AREBIITZEERD 0.3% LrHdTwinizd, AR
FIIFLAEIRTH S (FiBL and IFOAM, 2024)o *—7=v 7 HiBIZB VT, HAIR 2022 4%
W CTHREZ BT 2017 AF T 211 %8 0 2,240 5 161 —1) IZIAKL72e HARRT VT
THENICRC2HHOBZ 55 525, ATl 1347 (20224F) 2L &% 0, flio OECD FEE & 1t
N5 & EERBEOFTMD D 5o

— A4 THZ &L 2022 FICHADOHEEE XA — =y 7 WMIZEMFY 1,794 1 (CF5 13
2-0) ZRRL TV —h A==y 7BEMANOILMPR DLV OIE AL ZADWHEF T, 4
M35 437 22—, KW CTTFr<x—2 (36521—1), A=A MY 7 2742—1) Lo T,
TUyR=7EA ==y 7 iy 2 7T T o TEY, 2022 FD0F —H =y 7 fmit LEid &
a5 ERD 12% 2 50 Tn/z, ShIFRESEOHETH Y, A=A )7 (11.5%). 24 X
(11.2%) AZhITHi 7.

2022 4, HAROGHEEFERIOMEFIIAY 153 AT ¥ —VIZEL 725 REH 400 HhA7 ¥ —
WELEDOHRTZDOEEIZKIRE L TR (RMOKES, 2024), 2022 FEI2B VT, HARIZIZ JAS#
AEIC 3D R A BB R A3 3,936 FAFFE L Tz (HARDEBRR 237D S H) (RKKES,
2023: 13 H)o —7i HEB IR REFEOPRICEE LZHZRITIEDPTRERTH 5, 12D 0H
boF, HRA VA FORFEICL DL, HAROWEEDKEE (66%) 1& [HIKJAS] 1 TDE
BREAMS VW E W) IR TH S (Statista, 2023) —F4. Special Eurobarometer 520 O 7T,
61%D I —a v S AHDEU AREEOT T2 L T 5 (European Union, 2022: 134) .

AK5eIE. HADOERREEOREDIES & TOHEIZOWT, ApER LIHEFH R OM D 555
M35 EE2HBLTWS, EHI3, A==y 7 EMEBROMRN) —F—ThobTr~—0 %
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&, OECD iBE DRI Ll E BOE O BGEL TWb, Fr~v—2 L HARIR, BEY AT L LEAHE
B¥ENOT 7 —FIZBWTHELRFMUN 2> Tnd, WEIZLITO X ) 2 EE LM EZ LA L
TWw5b () BEZHABREOEREZA L TWE, (7)) AHEEICHET 2080 2538008 % #
FILTWwh, () BRUHEECUKNAEE 77 g 22 RMELTnAE, (=) ==y 7l
Y DS RIHBEAIICHL D HLA TV, (R) fRiRy 70 B35 & BUR O A7 B R SEHT % 20 19 1 Al
AL, ULEEAREL RS ERTREEZERL TV, Shbodblmicky, 7rv—213
MHOBREERELEZHL LRSS L, HRICL > THELASEFE Lo Twb, HARIZT Y
<=7 ORI DA R, vk HEORIERE & U IEEIEYISHTE 2,

I. HADEHEE

1. AEYDOERIEHREEY X T L

[A LD OFRHRESE S 27 2 ] FIERICE, TBRFEILE A 2 R—= 3 VX 2 mBEOZER D7
DOXFH (MeaDRI) | F 721 [#kEg MIDORI] & LCTHAISGNTEY, 2021 45 AITRESI N T
72o THUE, BEBOEDZ ) — VLEIRIBLTWS, BAKMIZIZ, EHOKEEOBRFILE LR S
BOR ORI, BRBEEEZRRT2200ME I Y 754 7 v AZHET 2 MBI &0 EE o8N
HINTWD, COEBOELZHMIZ. AREBOIKATH S, THIIEMKIESIC X 5 FHibT e
T2 HY L 2HOEIETH Y, EUD [RGHHAEE T (Farm to Fork, F2F) #lig | 1 2K E O 2
FAIR=2 a7V bDTH %, g MIDORI i&, AL OMGE~NDF —H = v
7 EMOEBAR, EELMTOERBESTHMN ORI o HEELRAREFERKZIBIT TV,
IS OEHEIE, ARG L BB OMIEIC B 5 A5 EFEOIL KIS 72 BUfF O i iz
ZRLTWh,

AIFFEE. HROEREEOBREDIES L ZOWEIZOWT, AEH EWHEEHERTT OB 55
M35 EE2HBLTWS, 62, A—FH=v 7BBOFRELTEETHEL ALY, F—F=v 7
ERHBOMAN) —F—THr7r~v—2, ZLTAL) OHBEEIFRDL VAL Ak L,
OECD #KE D Ty L 7zl & BUE b BGEEL T b, TS ORIFpIZ. HAROEREEENED
PRAEN T D BHE RS 2R L T2,

2022 SEDO HARDO AR EMFRRE A IR 153 TAZ ¥ —VICEL, ThEFTTRATRL
#F 10 41 CA B ERRE A SRR IS L w5, LA L, &REMAT400 TANT & —
XA HHT, TOHEGIIEKRE L TENTFETH 5,

£ 113, 2010 4E 5 2023 4 F TOHAEBIRR OB EZ R L T b, 2023 4£121k. HARENOA
PERRAE R BUE 3,945 F & 72 D, 2009 4F (3,815 7)) LI L ThIFramaionTwd, A
B JAS BAEZ R TICHEEL FEE L T 5 BRITHN 8,000 FEIfEE SN TS, LaL, EN
DRI 253 TSR LT FRGE - JEREGEE SO AR R T DT A 172,000 FlcE EE D,
EERO—FHHLMED TRV, HAOEREEIBRO M EEZRETEY., BELr ¥y -4k
DI FSFLAPEICHET L T2, ZOMEMIE. HAOHEELE BREOBAITERL T L#E

I [Farm to Fork] ¥, I—0 v SOENT AT LDT7) — UBITICBIAEELERZTH Y, 2030 £ F Tl
R R 2R TH0%HIRT L2 L2 HEL LT,
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AbMN%

x£1 2EOFH JAS BIEMEERHE (F) O##
4 ] 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022
| 3815 | 3,994 | 4,009 | 3,838 | 3,812 | 3,634 | 3,660 | 3,678 | 3,718 | 3,782 | 3,816 | 3,790 | 3,703 | 3,936
(Mg © BAOKES, 2023: 13 H)

2. HRDHEEEICE>TOFRE

HEF RS REOWRICHTE %, 2018 FOLENHEAFAIC L UL, HEAOHEZ DM
TIXEREERED T 2 BAE MR E LTRWE T TH o720 R E L EFEOHBEZED D B,
F—H=y 7 BEREBALTVDEDIEDTH18% Th-7z (RMKEA, 2019: 13 H).

EHIT, BRA VH A MAT20234FE9 HICHEBLAZFEICLE L. HARDOHEZEDOK 35D 128
FEALEF =Ty 7EMZHBAL TR WI ERHL NI ol BWICEF—H =y 7HENZHEA
LTV DIENMEZDODLT 2% TH D 22%IFBFER M EZ —EIMWMA L2 LB enElRTwn
%o

FIRELS, FHHHY2023 4F 9 H12 2,000 A\O HARDHEHE Z R GICEB LA ¥ 54 VIREICL S
&, HEROHBAEDOKESE (86%) MERBR K ZHS LWV VI FRIB TS, 512, BE
==y 7 KEMEBEALTWS ERXRAEZFEDODLT A 105% THh - 72,

WRA A4 Mk, BAROHBEN A —F=v 7 - F—F=v 7 2MbITHEL TS
FmEED by 73 1) FER (725%). 2) BRI (66.2%). 3) JEME (62.8%) TH 5
(Statista, 2023)c A —HF=v Z7EWMA T TV —OHRT, TV I—)VEEERZ 71X, HEEDIEE
ENCZ7ZDh ) B WEIGER RS EV 2072072 ARKEMICEL T, HAOHEE P HEL T
WaEMEE 1) ik 2) BREH (AR F 7 ERERFE) . 3) B A vs. fERM) Lo
W5 (2023 FEOFEHIRAEICL D).

L7225 Ty TUYv=20DE) R, ==y 7 BHOHBEDNS  AREEOHMEICKT) LT
WAHEEFET S LIIMO TEETH L. TNHDOEOEN L BEORZ 5o 352 LT &
FRMBEHINEROND, HREELZOTMGEZRDEICHKBESETE LA ALEHHT S
ZliE, PO BEERICES T AREND D, oM. METOAEEEE ZOHBED
15 & ARAE S 2 AR 7 ik & BOR OREEHCR L B IR O R REE~ OB flAITK & < Bk
T 5,

I. 7>oV—DERBELHE

T U —7 OAKEBOREEIE 303,003 N7 ¥ — )V T, 2022 EDOEEMETED 11.5% % 5D T
Wb, Ty —7 OAEEGO/NER R 2IBL—u T, MR Lob THERRELDO 5D S
B EIIHRATRDE . 2022 F1213 12%12:# LT 5 (Organic Denmark, 2021a) o

1. ??7_70)&/\&%
FUR—T, TA VIV, IV r—, AT z—F i, F—H v T AENBIOAREEY
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RETIZHEEEZRF LTS, SRODEL X, ST 4BH. wihe, e L
AREEMOEFELHEZHLT-DICARRBREONIEICE S 2RIt L T b,

TUyR—=71F A—F =y 7 EMOHBREIBWTHAZ) - FLTWw5, FEOF—F =y
7 i - BREBCRIEEHN T, ARG OGN & FEMOW HIZEEE 5 2 5 IRAVECRFE %
BHLTWS, &) DIFREMOBERIEEICHBEMENZENTWS Z LA HHEICEFICREVE
BErH2Twbh, BRVZEICBWTERIRE HRBEREOM S 2 fa Lo/ v ZEHIZ X D,
AREELZ T V=7 QRN - BEEEOANT RGBT EARGTRELZL V), RACEEIEDS
LAyt A\HOER 7B AHPMRE SN BURL NV TR, BOREROWHER T, 2o
BUR % XFT B IRIAWCBIRE G AR S vz,

T =713 1987 SFICHAFIC K A EE R A LR MOETH 5, 7 v ~— 7 Bk
RADAREEEE 2 RINL 72 1987 LA R EOSGRIZHG Lihw7z, ZOHME A —F=
7 EMOEEEZRET D L2705 BARNZ BRI TW o7z, 19894, Ty ~—7
FERABEH O TE2REL O TNV FFRVINVELTHOND), LB >T, TV
R=—IDF—=H=y 7BEKEBEOTO ST LOBEIOESNE, AREKONE 2 FELIREL
LCiwd L {HBTE %,

7V — 7 OBORIZALFGEE OHR TR O AFBEHTH D, 2 00MHIIESTVTVWE, T, 2
KPEREEIIHRB L, TNEHMIET 2720050528252 k%ﬁ%kbf1@@@ﬁﬁﬁ%k
ARBEMOTEEAZMPTILZHNE LAFEMNOBRBEN T ENE, 2O X)) LARESRET
Wi, R T BFSEOR L IIECw b (Daugbjerg and Senderskov, 2012), Z ®BURIX
YR=UHBEF—=H =y 7 EmOBEBREIMIBW TR Z ) — FL#ET 2 2 L 2 WHICT 5 &M%t
L7z

COBURIZ, BEBEROSETH L HIBIO 2 WEBSRFE 2 &G L. RRMICHERT 5 2 & T,
FI R BOR LR R R Lo 72, fEROFERRE & AMREMREOW S 2 BURLEISHEG L
HRRBRENT V= OREEEOANR GBI THL L) TV AL L, 51T,
COBCRIIMBAOBIRREN ZEAM L, F—F =y 7 &5 L BERMEMEST S & v ) k%))
Pk % i L7zo

L7225 Ty Fr~w—r OFRKEEL BERRIE, —BN25H Eo®ITcd 20b 53, K
EARBRTIENTE DL, COBURKOBREIEZ. HOWIEREREREMRIP OIS KFHFINTEY, K
WHRIERHE b CDBUK L ZOREITHED 2 Fio Tnb,

FUR—=71F, A==y 7ML ZNIT U7 T ANOVHIEE, BRI ARSI 2B A L 7K
MOED—D>Thb, TORPIHELENWITEETE L 2uTL, BAFOHEEDOM.OGH»H
FoT, Fryv—rOmHYREE LR

ZHAL.

W

2. FTUY—UDHBEDESR
TUvR—ITIEF—T=v 7%:111:0)(#]%%7}‘3'5% IEV ==y 7 B X O o it il
WCBTFE Yo T7idmbE <. 2022 41213 12%12:E L7z (FiBL and IFOAM, 2024: 190). #+ — 4
—/7%{DHO)JLL FaE 2 10 B CTHEEML TS, Ty~ —27 AD BU%DkA2 A+ —F=v 7 &
maElEA L, 2017 4£121251.4% 284 — = v 7 % H - Tz (Clausen and Patryeva,
2021),
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ERMEBLUTRRELTWE T v I VG2 &0 T v — 7 O/NEEMIE 1487 v ~—7
JU—AD)bRRDY 2T 205, ZhIZHVTEmY—EAHM (4T~ —2r 70—
A) H%E < (Statistics Denmark, 2024) o

TUYR=IANPA ==y 7 Eme AT 2 E2HHIZTO@E) THS ¢

CEHERN AR, WS E e VWEETRENZARERTH L Z L
- GMO GEIEFHIABZIEY) kI hTnwa 2L

- BIAEAL DS R T RE RN TOBRGITEPREIhTwa L
BRI EHEIKPRE SN TS 2 (LERESEILINTn D)

S5, MOGFEY AT AL SN TE Y Mook, EFEN, B 2L T IliRIERS ] &
mABAANRD ML Y FEhoTnh,

—F. T r~—7BKfiE [Organic Stairs| EFFIENL2MEOEKE AR L TV, 2ZOT TS
O—Fi, A=A =y 7 BGOEEE;EE. B O B EOERN L EMOREAD LD
HIEFMBELTVS, SNOHDOHHIEE. 2L OH. =A==y 7 EBEADRYDAT v TF
72 [R=Z] &% b, HEEVRINOOF ==y Z7HMENL IO, H4 A% )L
Jy E0EkeA— =y 7 BmE a0 LHIlRY), [F—FT=v 7BE] 28-oTw<{, ZTDK
R 2 L, A==y 7RGORENSZ2HERT 27207 TR X0 Feel ge TR 2 &

BIRNEHBEETE) 2 RS E 5 2 L 2 RET 5,

[Organic Cuisine Label] &, 7> ~— 27 CTHL SNI-EHMNLBIES AT LA THL, TOV A
FAZ. VANT v, FRORRE, =451 v 77— Y R EORBEEE IR S .,
INHDMEETOEME LTORRIEMEHZREST 5, iklZ, 70X, YN — IT—F
DIDDTRVIIGEEND, FLANVIE, FyFrefflishsF—F=v 7 &Hodls (2
FEZFEETHE) KHEMFTONTVS, 7B ALXLVTIE30%95 60%. ¥V —L X
VT 60% 205 90%. s LD T—)b KT 90% 5 5 100% D F — = v 7 JFHE o i s
RKoonb, TOWYHMAIET v~ —27 TILL ZIFTANSNTB Y, Lz BUT3 5 KBEE O
BOBEMLTWLIENSHZORINHEZ 5. 2024 4, # 3,500 DEREJER I —F = v 7 BT
NV ERFELTWwA (Organic Denmark, 2024), Zhid, F—H=v 7 BMHEH~NOIY A%
INT I T L, R REE & RN 2 EEE A IRET S ) XY RH R HEICO HEBL Tw b,

3. TUY—UBREDOKRH

TR —7 B BORFERZM U T BBEROF ==y 7 WiiEOR R e RAEL, hik
LRV TTUr 7 L0RBLEIREERT o7, TORR. A==y 7 &5 LRI A 72 K
M & oI, FICEEW ZERBAZ @ CHEM S iz, BARMIZIE

==y iR 2 RE R

CHRIEL NV TOTRTDRA— =3 —47 v b DN

c A== =7y bDF—=H=v BT A JPKITHT B R— b

< NEEB LR —EAEM E OWINET ALY — =y 7 ¥y a— 2
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c BLBATEICBI T 27 RN HY —H— ¥ R
CHBBOEEMNT : Ty —2 AD %A — A=y 7 Bz WAL, 50%LL LosgE A+ —
= 7 i A

OB, R RBOENE S, WELRBOGENYE Ya v, FLTCEKRWARTEEEICL > THALS
nTnb,

FUR=IDF =Ty ZBORIE, A==y 7 O¥EFLEREOMBE S 2 5, £ OFERER
BHVEORREICHES LTBY, A—F=v 7 BEK, ‘Wt HEE. S7EWY. REFR. B3E
FUADZEM LT b A==y 7 REE, BARRE, SOBREE, Kk, 7Y — ik, B
MR & BILVCERBOEO Y — Ve LTEH ST Tn 5,

Trvx=23F [Tyval L [7NV] OWEERHL TS, [7V] BHi%H»60TEH%E,
[Ty Yol BRENOLELXERT S, HAH~NOT v ¥ 2R ER SN TV 525 BUROE
RIEFEETVERIEICH ), F—FT =y 7 OMREICHEBNTDH .

REEAVEE & i — E AEM Cid, AN oEE & REOEEDSFHIEDEE ) & 7o Twnd,
BAE, ATV ETr =50 Y ZERPEFI —ERIMOF —F =y 7HBEO 52 HdOTwD, Z
DRI, TREOD B+ —H =y 7 BOK L. WHE - PR MEENDE GRS & OB EEE X 5
ETAHANKREV, AHEMOBED 60% A+ —F =y 7 8BHEZFRT L. HEER BENICSL
TWwa,

V. REEBE

TUR—=7TH ==y 7 BEPIELERT S LT, 1989 FEICHH E - 2BUFEED @ T XV i
FHICEETH L, O TNV BEIIBE, HWEAD»SEHWVEEEZHE TV, Elid, KFh
FHTF =V RA—NN= =7 M EOEELFERRE OLE LT AR Z R Ik &
LTWwWb, ZOWMHNET 7a—Fid, HEHEICE>THF—H =y 78O ATEZ KIEICEHD 5
DI IZ LI TV S, BiA BR/NEETINS OBEEPIEL AT TEDL X)Xk o 72720,
HWHEEILIVZL 0BG 2HDL, filcr— Aoy 7HNE2 BRI ko7 THIZED,
KD RN CTEREEICE L WIHEEESMRES L Tn 5,

E 512, 7 ¥ —721F [Organic Stairs] % [Organic Cuisine Label | 72 & O FHiY 72 ik 2 5
BRICEALTEY, Tholdtr—F=y 7 HBZIET 2 IR 2y — v & LCEHi S
TWwWab,

HARLFERIZS, VANV FBOAT 2TV T r—4%1) v 77— A% EONILEFM R KB
BEEZELCH—=y 7 AMONEBRZIEET 2 2 EBHFTE 5, IS OB B2
F—H=v 7 EMEMET S LT, BRORBBEAESR L L ) RE LARERE SN D WML B
%o

X512, WHEOMTH—F =y 7AMOABRICOVTOFBEEDOLI L, HADOF — 7
=y 7RSO RICEELREEEZ R T THA ) TV ~— 2 DR AIBOR & B EH
FEBEL Ty 7EAROWNREZMET L2 LRI LA L)1, HADEAM o7 7u—F%
RHATE 2, PlziE. HRTOF ==y 7 AmOEFRERLEEE~D X)) v MIET K58 F v ~
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NR—VOFEEX. ANTHA 5. Tz, fERLEOMOZLIRARMT 22 LT, BRITHERL
O ERT LD TE S,

TYR—=IDETNVESDEL, A==y 78-GOBN YT I F 2=V 2MLTHI LT,
FROTHTE ==y 7 HWGDPFEEICAFTELLHICARD, HEEDSLYBHHIEATESL X
b, TN, A==y 78BN O~—7 T4 Y7 ERBDIZDITKF/NRT 2 — VR A—
N=—ry FERBET LI ENEINS,

ZFDH)ZTy Ty —rORET HARIGE T 2B02E, W E R OSHE 2@ 2 EEICKRT 5
DB D Do BARINZIE, () B EBREIRGE ST 2Bl R s 2 & (1) REEAT
PEBEFFICHEE L TR I e—FT =27 g2 I -0y NRETH S5 —T, HRIZHERD
WEEZTLRBETH S

T OHAAAIZD REZRBENDD Do BlzIE () WIBMOFFIRI, (1) BRI % E 5 BER,
() BUFOBGR &EBH D@ EBBITH N5,

INLDENWEREERLE, TUyY—ORFEFELHRICZOEEHEAT L LIBEYTIE%R
Vo LA, HARBADOREREE LW FERICEDLE T, T3 —7 OFEELZERITHSE ST
WS ZEHPHETDH b,

e LTy HRIZBUAAMERL ZOHBEORREIIRRNIEN, Tr~—20 89 RENS
FERNSEELZEND D 5 @Y 2 HRIE L BOEZ FEMET 10X, HARIAREERM 2 RIFICRE L.,
EROM T ) REHERN TRR T RE 2 £ O BN Z S 2R 2 O TWv 5,

TEMTIX. HAREIFROZESLBUFER 2 ORI OBETOF —F =y 7 ZMOWHE %
TH$AHZENTEL, TNIZED, A—F=v 7BGOFEENFTE AT TR, INHOEE
TE VRN AFORIREDEASNLWREDND L. THODORBEE I — 7=y 7 8,
RHBEMAGT AT BRERBIBAEZ T LV RELFAEZHBEONL RS 5.
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