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Veterans' Newsletters as Media of War Memory:
Their Characteristics and the Current State and Challenges of Archiving

Ryo TSUNODA

This report examines the potentials and limitations of analyzing Senyukai
newsletters—self-published bulletins issued by Japanese war comrades’ associations—
as media. Rather than treating them simply as historical records, the study considers
these newsletters as media practices created and circulated by veterans themselves.
These materials played a role in maintaining ties among members, sharing memories,
and shaping collective understandings of war experiences. While they provide valuable
insight into how the Asia-Pacific War was remembered and narrated by veterans, the
newsletters also reflect strong subjectivity and editorial selectivity. In many cases,
critical perspectives—such as those involving responsibility for wartime actions or
internal military hierarchy—were excluded or suppressed. Furthermore, the
preservation and accessibility of these newsletters remain uneven, with scattered
holdings and many issues lost or discarded. This has led to a research bias toward
large associations whose newsletters were more frequently archived. By recognizing
both the expressive potential and structural limitations of Senyukai newsletters, this
report highlights the need to engage with them not only as sources of testimony, but as
media that contributed to the shaping of war memory in postwar Japan—especially in

an era where firsthand accounts are no longer available.
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