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Media History of Military-Technological Development

and Techno-Nationalism:
From Building Battleships to Post-war Defense Industry Prospects

Marika TSUKAHARA

This paper examines the relationship between military technology and national
identity in modern and contemporary Japan from the perspective of media history.
Previous studies have focused primarily on postwar civilian technologies, thereby
overlooking the significance of military technology in the context of techno-
nationalism, as well as the continuity between the prewar and postwar periods in the
construction of techno-nationalist discourse. Focusing on the discourse surrounding
battleship construction, this paper demonstrates that an intellectual foundation
linking military technology to national identity had already been established during
the period when Japan actively engaged in battleship development. Furthermore, by
analyzing postwar narratives surrounding the battleship Yamato, the paper reveals
that this intellectual foundation persisted into the postwar era. Yamato was
rediscovered as a symbol that evoked Japan’s past technological achievements and
became a key element in shaping the national identity of Japan as a technological
powerhouse, closely tied to the nation’s postwar context. Finally, the paper points to
future research directions, highlighting the continued linkage between science,
technology, and nationalism in contemporary military development, and calls for
further analysis of the social meanings attributed to military technology within

Japan's postwar pacifist society.
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