Mayuko MATSUOKA
i EmF

Language Facilitator(English)
IrIUT—5—

English /358

Name / K&
WE 5lhF

Home country or region / HE5E - s

Japan

Languages I speak / FEE3E5E

Japanese / English
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English Language Education/Educational Psychology

Hobbies or interests / #0455+

My hobbies are hiking, camping, taking photographs, visiting hot springs,
and traveling. I enjoy spending time in nature and exploring new places.

How I learned foreign languages When I was a student /
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I learned foreign languages by reading and listening a lot, trying to
imitate expressions even if I wasn’t perfect, and staying motivated. I have
continued this approach until now.
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A message to students learning foreign languages /IMNEFEZFENFEADAYE—
I have two episodes that shaped my motivation to learn foreign
languages.

When I was a junior high school student, I fell in love with an exchange
student from the U.S. I bravely asked, “Do you love me?” and he
answered, “I like you more than my friends.” I tried hard to continue
the conversation with my Japanese-English dictionary, but it took too
much time, and things did not go well.

Later, in high school, I stayed in New Zealand for three weeks. My host
brother once called me a “yellow monkey,” and I felt so frustrated
because I couldn’t find the words to respond.

These experiences made me realize that my strongest motivation is
communication with people.

Now, I am observing lectures on learning disabilities at a university in
Spain. The lectures are all in Spanish. I once studied Spanish briefly in
college, but I didn’t continue. Today, I regret not learning it seriously. If
I could understand better, I would feel the world opening up in front of
me. Yet I feel the frustration of reaching out but not quite being able to
grasp it.

That is why my message to you is: If you want to learn a foreign
language, start now!
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