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Ethnic Businesses and Entrepreneurship in Japan:
Cultural Capital, Economic Mobility, and Agency

1. Opening Remarks
Dr. Jackie J. Kim-Wachutka, Ritsumeikan University

2. Entrepreneurial Ventures of Ethnic Koreans in Japan:
A Historical Overview

Dr. Jaehyang Han, Hosei University

This talk provides a historical context of the entrepreneurial ventures of ethnic Koreans by
analyzing the industrial structure and the dynamics of their businesses. The observed
transformation in their industrial structure reflects an evolution that responded to the rapid shift
towards service-sector. Korean entrepreneurs identified viable profit opportunities and
facilitated entry into expanding industries through the sharing of community knowledge.

3. Between “Food from Home” and Gastronomy:
Gendered Opportunities for Peruvian Restaurants in Japan

Dr. Naoto Higuchi, Waseda University
Dr. Nanako Inaba, Sophia University

While restaurants are among the most common types of ethnic businesses, their success
depends largely on how migrant cuisines attract customers beyond the ethnic community.
Although South Americans in Japan have historically been associated with low rates of ethnic
business ownership, the gastronomic boom in Peru has created opportunities to launch
businesses. We examine how these opportunities are gendered, particularly in relation to the
accumulation of human and social capital.

4. Entrepreneurship, Agency, and Wellbeing:
Brazilian Women’s Ethnic Businesses in Japan

Dr. Rafaela Yoshiy-Yoshioka, University of Tokyo

This talk explores how Brazilian women in Japan build ethnic businesses as pathways to
economic stability, cultural expression, and personal agency. Drawing on qualitative research, it
highlights how these entrepreneurs transform community networks, navigate structural
constraints, and create spaces that foster belonging and wellbeing within transnational
everyday life.

5. Nostalgia, Philanthropy and Entrepreneurship in Japan’s and
Taiwan’s Indonesian Community

Dr. Paulus Rudolf Yuniarto, Indonesia National Research and Innovation Agency

Nostalgia, philanthropy, and entrepreneurship serve as powerful symbols of Indonesian
migrant social engagement. Based on ethnographic research, this presentation will reflect
on the constructive intersections of entrepreneurs work motivation and spirituality, and
the migrant living conditions of Indonesians in Japan and Taiwan as a complement—the so-
called 'religionomics as a solidarity method." The relationship between religion and
business activities has shaped immigrant self-identity, internal solidarity, leadership, and
collective migrant efforts.

6. Export Competitiveness of Sri Lankan Ethnic Businesses in Japan
Dr. Hettige Don Karunaratne, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka

Sri Lankan entrepreneurs in Japan derive high export competitiveness from their deep
integration into Japanese supply chains, particularly in the used-vehicle sector. By
mastering Japanese auction systems and logistics, they maintain a "middleman minority"
advantage. Their competitiveness is further bolstered by strong diaspora networks,
linguistic fluency, and the strategic ability to navigate complex Japanese trade regulations
and quality standards.

7. Discussion, Q&A and Closing Remarks

Organized by: Dr. Jackie J. Kim-Wachutka (Project Director)
https://jackiekim-wachutka.com/contact
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