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As China expands its global influence, it simultaneously grapples with economic slowdowns
and tightens its governance system at home. These global and domestic trends reinforce each
other, sharping business environments, foreign and security policies of the Global South,
and the political, economic, and cultural landscapes of many countries.

Traditionally, China Studies examined international relations and domestic affairs as separate
domains. Today’s complex global environment, however, demands a different approach, one
that integrates both. How do China’s domestic policies shape its external behaviour? How
do China’s overseas activities feed back into domestic policies? Understanding these
connections and circulations matters for everyone from policymakers and diplomats to
business leaders and cultural practitioners.

Global China Studies offers a practical framework for addressing these questions. It
examines how diverse actors interact and compete for influence: Chinese government
agencies and companies, host governments and communities, international organisations,
and civil society groups. Who holds power and why? How do political, economic, and
cultural institutions and norms enable or constrain them? What drives cooperation or
conflict? What new regional orders emerge from these interaction and competition?
Answering these questions provides valuable insights for policymakers, practitioners, and
researchers alike.

This symposium explores these interactions and power competition from two vantage points.
First, looking from inside China, we examine how domestic policies and economic structures
drive the country’s external behaviour. Second, looking from outside China, we focus on
Southeast Asia as a key example, analysing through concrete cases how Chinese influence
plays out and how local governments, businesses, and civil society respond. We cover the
full spectrum of engagement: development aid, investment, diplomatic relations, and security
cooperation.

We also discuss what distinctive contributions Japanese scholarship can make to Global
China Studies as an academic field. Japan occupies a unique position, bridging the Western
principles of democracy and market economy with Asian relationship-centred approaches.
What new perspectives or analytical framework can these characteristics bring to Global
China Studies? This symposium focuses on advancing Global China Studies as an academic
endeavour and explores the potential for intellectual contribution from Japan.



Ial I MEE / PROGRAM OVERVIEW

1 HHE:2026 43 A 25 H / DAY 1: MARCH 25, 2026

10:00-11:30 | By gy 1: 7 m— )V ERFRO & s
SESSION 1: Global China Studies: State of the Art

MR Ty FRSER ()

Keynote Address (English session with simultaneous interpretation)

FRIEE / Speaker: T U T L U—FHAR VTN =T KFaY B
Professor Ching Kwan Lee, University of California, Los Angeles
BEE / Title: TIARSIAEE R T a— L EF RO EL
Beyond Bifurcations: A Brief Review of Global China Studies

BT / Abstract:

The field of Global China Studies has become a growth industry in scholarship and journalism, in tandem
with China’s outward expansion and engagement in all forms of power and influence. This
talk delineates two bifurcations in scholarly approaches to global China: one between the “grand” and the
“granular” and the other between “China” and “the Rest.” What have we learned from these approaches
and how might we move beyond these bifurcations?

EF L —H— / Moderator: JEEFETNHLE . SLARE RS
Professor Miwa Hirono, Ritsumeikan University

12:30-14:10 | By ay 2 ANL R a— L HE
SESSION 2: Global China from Within

(AARGE By =y [ARFBEIRSTE / Japanese session with simultaneous interpretation)

#BEE / Speaker:

8B #E%Z . UMK/ Professor Chisako T. Masuo, Kyushu University
RN EdZ SEMAE K/ Professor Kazuko Takaya, Ritsumeikan University
MREALEEZ , F IR /Professor Jachwan Lim, Aoyama Gakuin University

7 —<= / Themes:
o PEENFREROEIAHVAIE LT DX IMEE ~DFE
Political dimensions of China’s domestic development and their implications for external
activities
o HFRELZDTu—r VI i
Economic transformations and their global implications
o HARIZBILHENIFELHTI /TR

China Studies in Japan and emerging research perspectives

#ws / Key Questions:



HEENOIEIEL T 72 —13 MRS O T2 & DI -5 FHIRIL T
WHDD?

How do China’s domestic structures and agents shape and constrain its external power
projection?

REFFIIE LA SRIL D T PIE OB G-I L E DIHNTZALL THDHD) 2

How is China’s external engagement strategy evolving amid economic slowdowns and
governance consolidation?

FREORIWTH LT, BARIZBIT P ENIEELE DIH727 7 a—F THFEL T\
e
What approaches do China scholars in Japan take in addressing these questions?

EF L —H— [/ Moderator: TR BIE . SLAEE RS

Professor Masaki Mori, Ritsumeikan University

14:40-16:40 | By ay 3: 5400 RicZ7a— A HE
SESSION 3: Global China from Outside

(FEEE Y ay | [RIRFEFRATE / English session with simultaneous interpretation)

HIE /Speaker: AL 37 -TRUTAR-TATFAT4T L ALRRITRKY: /

Dr. Yeremia Eduard Ardhitya, Universitas Indonesia

DN RIY VT gl T F o AR EE N B H— LA
K%/ Dr. Muhammad Riza Nutdin, International Center for Aceh and Indian
Ocean Studies * Ritsumeikan University

T7 T BN, SRR/

Ms. Farhana Khalid, Ritsumeikan University

=aT1 BFUR UL, A — AT ESIAY:

Dr. Nikolay Murashkin, The Australian National University

7 —<= / Themes:

FEOBI GBI DR T V7 OHLR

South East Asia perspectlves on Chinese engagement
BT, AW, IS8T D HEk oD = AR M

Local agency in resistance, negotiation and adaptation
thEE B ARDB 328D

China’s and Japan’s Development Aid

#ws / Key Questions:

H DT 72—k, PEOFZESNEERGIL, WL, WIEL THDHDN 2

How do local actors in different regions resist, negotiate with, and adapt to Chinese power?
FHURIZ BT DRI, P EOBHBERICE DI M T L TWDHD) 2

How do dynamics in different regions influence China’s related policies?

HEE B ARDBISERB T 7 n—F O1EN L, PHRBE ORISR EOREL T D
e

How do differences between Chinese and Japanese development aid approaches affect
recipient countries’ development outcomes?

FEF7 L —%— / Moderator: X—F XN AKX AVEE KT

Mr. Mina Tadrous, Ritsumeikan University




16:40-16:55 | BASDEE
Closing Remarks

(AARGE By =y [AREBEIRSTE / Japanese session with simultaneous interpretation)

FAEEE / Speaker: IR, SLAAE K
Professor Ryoji Nakagawa, Ritsumeikan University
7 —< / Theme: 7 20— )LHEIFIEOBIEDE [A1E H RO E R ~DOHIFF

Current trends in Global China Studies and expectations for Japan’s contribution

18:00-20:00 | V=V AL ES Tav
Welcome Reception

2 HE:2026 43 A 26 H / DAY 2: MARCH 26, 2026

12:00-13:45 | By ay 4:7u— )VHERERIZBITDHTR R
SESSION 4: New Methodologies in Global China Studies

(English only session)

HMBEE / Speaker: MBI L FHUHRTIRT: /
Dr. Linda Yin-Nor Tjia, City University of Hong Kong
TV N TF 2T EIR SLAEERTE

Professor D. Moritz Marutschke, Ritsumeikan University
BN FIEER, FIRF / Professor Koiji Kagotani, Chuo University
R I ZA% . AU/ Professor Asei Ito, The University of Tokyo

7 —<= / Themes:
o PEOIE—,IVIRBEENTEY DI DO EFRINIIETA
Innovative research methods for studying China’s global engagement
o /YL HEFTEASOFERNT 7 n—F
Interdisciplinary approaches to global China research
o HTIa TR A

Emerging analytical frameworks

#ws / Key Questions:

o URIRERIE ST EI T i BRI TR SRE T D T ik E DIOIZBFE TELN ?
How can we develop methodologies that bridge macro-level strategic analysis and micro-level
case studies?

o HEEOHIE- IRICIIT LN EDRGA LR L | HEBIVELIEBRMEA BN 5720 DB
HIFIELITAMD 2
What interdisciplinary methods can enable us to compare Chinese engagement across multiple
regions and contexts while tracing connections and circulations?

EF L —H— / Moderator: & B EFNEHFZ . AR KF:
Professor Miwa Hirono, Ritsumeikan University




14:00-15:30 | By iav 5: FFHEEICIDREREAZY T (BFEDH)
SESSION 5: Early Career Researcher Presentations with Mentorship (Invitees only)

FHERIIH: KT 07T Dk X — U S
Call for Early Career Researchers Mentees: See the bottom of this program.

(English or Japanese session — we will coordinate this with each participant)

3 DDWFTI NV — / Three parallel groups:
o« ITN—71/ Group 1: H ARIZH1TH7 v— L HENFSE Global China Studies in Japan
o« ITN—T2/ Group 2: N6 FL7= 7 v — /3L HI[E Global China from Within
o JN—73/ Group 3: S5 LI m— 3 LHIE Global China from Outside

AH— [ Mentors: JEEFSEFNEHZ, SLAMAE R /

(In alphabetical order) ~ Professor Miwa Hirono, Ritsumeikan University
T T =R WIVT AN =T R B ARE
Professor Ching Kwan Lee, University of California, Los Angeles
SRR BN SLABE R /
Professor Masaki Mori, Ritsumeikan University
=3TA LT aF U A= ATV T ESLRT: /
Dr. Nikolay Murashkin, The Australian National University
ATMERR I 1| FAHSRITR: /
Dr. Linda Yin-Nor Tjia, City University of Hong Kong

fw R (27 1V —73£i8) / Key Questions (Common to all groups):

o HIRTZOMFEIL KIFAHEREAERND BRI AT LD "I 2 EDIOITBA I EL
TWNDLDD>?
How does your research attempt to transcend the bifurcation between the grand and the
granular?

o HIRTZOBITEIL, BERESL, LTI, AL, JEERMEO L OMIEICHERL TV ?
In what ways does your research contribute to theory, compatison, connection, or circulation?

o BRIZOZRIE. BARICEITLS v— VHERFFEICE DIOICH BT 570 2

How does your research contribute to Global China Studies in Japan?

15:45-17:30 | By av 6: FHFHEE DO DTus PET—Iay
SESSION 6: Blog Writing Workshop for Early Career Researchers

(English only session)

IOy aAIBZMe I HEDTIL, 7 u R LA RETL TOD R SCOBEEL, TR FIcL
TZONBEDE R EZRZTIZEN,

If you would like to participate in this session, please bring a brief summary of the academic paper you
wish to adapt into a blog article, or an outline of the content you plan to write about.

T UT—H— [ Facilitator: FEEFEFN, SATRE T
Professor Miwa Hirono, Ritsumeikan University



# s/ Key Questions:
y

o PINBZREE A IR D DD WFER R A KVIRIAWGEE ITE D I HNnDD 2
How can we communicate research findings to a broader audience while maintaining academic
rigor?

o u— NV LHERFROMRZ BURSLEE | EHFR. RS SEIEHEL TEH 2
How can we bridge Global China Studies insights to policymakers, practitioners, and civil
soclety?

BRIV YVEHE / For More Information

Email: hirono-1(@fc.ritsumei.ac.jp
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A URO)LIZDULNT / About This Symposium

AROURTD LIE, JSPS B E JP24KK0027, M AEERFET 7 - BAMEAN. AL fE X FER
ISR, BEVILMELRERARTHTI—DPRER T THRESNLET,

This symposium is supported by JSPS KAKENHI Grant Number JP24KK0027, the Asia-Japan
Research Institute, and the Institute of International Relations and Asian Studies at Ritsumeikan
University, and Ritsumeikan Advanced Research Academy.
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Call for Early Career Researcher Mentees (See English version below)
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Call for Early Career Researcher Mentees

Overview

We are recruiting early career researchers to participate as mentees in this session. This is a valuable
opportunity to receive direct mentorship from internationally active scholars and learn about academic
publishing and career development.

Eligibility
Current doctoral students or researchers within 5 years of receiving their PhD (no age restrictions)

Benefits

e Mentorship: Individual guidance from internationally active researchers

e  Blog Publication: Opportunity to publish research findings as blog articles

e  Special Issue Opportunity: Authors of outstanding papers will be invited to discuss potential
submission opportunities for a special journal issue

e  Tinancial Support: Travel and accommodation subsidy (up to 50,000 yen per person)

e  Accommodation Arrangement: On-campus accommodation (approximately 4,000 yen per night)
can be arranged

Participation Requirements
e In-person attendance at all sessions on March 25-26
e  DPublication of either of the following:
(1) A blog article (by June 2026), or
(2) If proceeding to full paper submission, completion by December 2026 (envisaged 8000

words; subject to change)

Selection Criteria

1. Research topic relates to one or more themes outlined in the symposium programs

2. Originality and significance in the context of Global China Studies, or potential thereof
3. Structure and presentation of the paper outline

4. Feasibility of the proposed schedule for blog article or paper completion



Application Materials
Please compile the following application materials into a single PDF and upload below. Only
submissions via Google Form will be accepted. Applications sent via email will not be accepted.

1. Cover Letter (maximum 1,000 words) : Explain how your research meets the four selection criteria
above

2. Paper Outline (Japanese: approximately 3,000 characters / English: approximately 1,500 words)
3.CV (Curriculum Vitae)
Submit to: https://forms.gle/ XUYUFG4NxKffelaA9

Important Note

Given that eatly career researchers often work on ongoing projects, your research does not need to be

complete at the time of application. You may apply based on the potential of your work. However, you

must be able to meet the following deadlines:

e Blog article: By June 2026, or

e  Full paper (if proceeding) : By December 2026 (approximately 8,000 characters expected)
Note: If invited to submit a paper to a special issue, you are under no obligation to do so. Specific
arrangements can be discussed.

Only a limited number of applicants will be selected. All applicants are welcome to attend Session 6:
“Blog Writing Workshop for Eatly Career Researchers” regardless of the selection results. Selected
participants will be required to submit the following by Friday, 13 March 2026: (1) Ann expanded
version of your research outline (approximately 6,000 characters in Japanese / 3,000 words in English,
flexible), (2) A brief career advice questionnaite.

Application Deadline: 21 February 2026

Notification of Results: 27 February 2026
Only selected applicants will be contacted.

Contact

Ritsumeikan Global China Studies Symposium Secretariat (c/o Office of Professor Miwa Hirono)
mh-rep@gst.ritsumei.ac.jp
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