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Call for Early Career Researcher Mentees

Overview

We are recruiting early career researchers to participate as mentees in this session. This is a valuable
opportunity to receive direct mentorship from internationally active scholars and learn about academic
publishing and career development.

Eligibility
Current doctoral students or researchers within 5 years of receiving their PhD (no age restrictions)

Benefits

e Mentorship: Individual guidance from internationally active researchers

e Blog Publication: Opportunity to publish research findings as blog articles

e  Special Issue Opportunity: Authors of outstanding papers will be invited to discuss potential
submission opportunities for a special journal issue

e  Tinancial Support: Travel and accommodation subsidy (up to 50,000 yen per person)

e  Accommodation Arrangement: On-campus accommodation (approximately 4,000 yen per night)
can be arranged

Participation Requirements
e In-person attendance at all sessions on March 25-26
e  DPublication of either of the following:
(1) A blog article (by June 2026), or
(2) If proceeding to full paper submission, completion by December 2026 (envisaged 8000

words; subject to change)

Selection Criteria

1. Research topic relates to one or more themes outlined in the symposium programs

2. Originality and significance in the context of Global China Studies, or potential thereof
3. Structure and presentation of the paper outline

4. Feasibility of the proposed schedule for blog article or paper completion



Application Materials
Please compile the following application materials into a single PDF and upload below. Only
submissions via Google Form will be accepted. Applications sent via email will not be accepted.

1. Cover Letter (maximum 1,000 words) : Explain how your research meets the four selection criteria
above

2. Paper Outline (Japanese: approximately 3,000 characters / English: approximately 1,500 words)
3.CV (Curriculum Vitae)
Submit to: https://forms.gle/ XUYUFG4NxKffelaA9

Important Note

Given that eatly career researchers often work on ongoing projects, your research does not need to be

complete at the time of application. You may apply based on the potential of your work. However, you

must be able to meet the following deadlines:

e Blog article: By June 2026, or

e  Full paper (if proceeding) : By December 2026 (approximately 8,000 characters expected)
Note: If invited to submit a paper to a special issue, you are under no obligation to do so. Specific
arrangements can be discussed.

Only a limited number of applicants will be selected. All applicants are welcome to attend Session 6:
“Blog Writing Workshop for Eatly Career Researchers” regardless of the selection results. Selected
participants will be required to submit the following by Friday, 13 March 2026: (1) Ann expanded
version of your research outline (approximately 6,000 characters in Japanese / 3,000 words in English,
flexible), (2) A brief career advice questionnaite.

Application Deadline: 21 February 2026

Notification of Results: 27 February 2026
Only selected applicants will be contacted.

Contact

Ritsumeikan Global China Studies Symposium Secretariat (c/o Office of Professor Miwa Hirono)
mh-rep@gst.ritsumei.ac.jp



