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Social Security Significance of the Relief
and Compensation System for Asbestos Victims in Japan

Shinjiro Minami

Abstract:

This study aims to clarify the status of relief and compensation systems for damages caused by asbestos
disasters in Japan, and to examine the significance and issues of relief and compensation systems from the
perspective of social security. First, there are two theoretical bases and principles for implementing policies
against social disasters such as pollution and environmental problems: "Responsibility-based Payment "
and "Social Security." After clarifying these perspectives, this paper will address the possibility of pursuing
measures through social security. Secondly, the Asbestos Relief Act was dealt with as a social security
response to asbestos disasters, and its system design, positive evaluation, problems and issues were
summarized. It was pointed out that because the Relief Act is an emergency relief measure, the level of
benefits provided to certified individuals is lower than that of similar systems. Finally, the significance of
the relief law and the need for its expansion were discussed based on statistical data on asbestos health

damage over the past 20 years.

Keywords: asbestos, social security, Act on Asbestos Health Damage Relief
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