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Environmental determinism (peaking 1850s to 1920s, holding that the environment determines human culture)

Environmental possibilism (peaking 1900s to 1930s, asserting that the environment conditions but does not determine human culture)

Cultural geography (peaking 1910s to 1940s, assuming a two-way interaction between the natural environment and human culture)

Regional geography (peaking 1930s to 1950s, providing formal methods through which distinctive regions might be identified
rigorously)

Spatial science and the first quantitative revolution (peaking 1950s to 1970s, drawing upon neoclassical economics and founding a
new science of space and location)

Behavioral geography (peaking 1960s to 1970s, aligning geography with psychology and explaining spatial behavior in terms of
human cognition, mental maps, attitudes, and perceptions)

Humanistic geography (peaking 1970s and 1980s, aligning geography and the humanities and fine arts, and bringing to the fore
human emotions, meanings, senses, and existential attachments to place and landscape)

Structural approaches, critical realism, and Marxism (peaking 1970s to 1990s, aligning geography and the social sciences and
exploring the nexus between society and space or social structures and spatial patterns)

Poststructuralism (from the 1980s onward, inspired by a “cultural turn” in the discipline and promoting a new focus upon power,
language, semiotics, and the cultural politics of geographical representations of “other” peoples and places)

Various associated postfoundational geographies (such as, from the 1980s onward, postmodern, postcolonial, feminist, queer, black,
children's, disability, affective, anarchist, relational, and nonrepresentational geographies, which attempt to understand the world from
alternative positions and use novel modes of knowing and sensing the world)

Applied geography (which has grown in popularity, especially from the 1970s, promoting the relevance of geography and its capacity
to address key social, economic, and environmental problems)

A second quantitative revolution embracing Geographical Information Systems (GIS), geocomputation, big data, and data-driven
science (which uses big data and new data analytic techniques to map the world in real time)

Hi4iL : Mark Boyle (2021). Human Geography: An Essential Introduction (2nd edition), Wiley-Blackwell, pp.28-31.
HESCO—H 2 S LTz,

Reprinted from Human Geography: An Essential Introduction 2nd edition, by Mark Boyle.
Copyright © 2021 John Wiley & Sons Limited. Reproduced with permission of the Licensor
through PLS clear.
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TOURIST (X) : ‘THE FASHIONABLE, THE OPULENT AND THE LEARNED CONGREGATE HERE’

The sentimental response to the Falls was not a secondary reaction, but a part and parcel of the tourism (X) which, while

appearing repetitious and indulging in excesses of commercialism and didactic moralising, aimed to recapture the experience of the natural
sublime through a nostalgic melancholy for unadulterated Nature populated only by noble savages. It is useful to recall the fundamentally
staged nature of the tourist experience. Tourists generally — and certainly those at Niagara — encounter a package of previously validated

and even staged events and artefacts.

1) Tourists are rarely left to draw their own conclusions about objects of places before them. Instead. they more often confront a bod

of public discourse — signs. maps. guides and guide books — that repeatedly mark the boundaries of significance and value at tourist sites.

(Newman 1988: 24)

Daniel Boorstin, one of the few writers to try to make sense of the cultural position of North American tourism, has argued that the
adventuresome traveller of the nineteenth century was replaced by that more passive, pleasure-seeking twentieth-century tourist: () a

characteristic figure of the modern age filled with diluted. contrived, prefabricated experiences that transformed travel from an elite form of

adventure to a popular act of consumption (Boorstin 1961). However, Niagara illustrates the beginning of this transformation in at least one

site in the first half of the nineteenth century. By contrast Dean MacCannell in a later study of tourism (1976) argued that tourism is an
active response to the difficulties of living in the inauthentic, mass-produced modern world. Where Boorstin suggests that tourists seek
contrived experiences, MacCannell argues that contemporary tourists instead search out authenticity — the ‘first, original, Niagara Falls

amusement’ as an advertisement once boasted. Like pilgrims in search of the ‘Sacred’, MacCannell views modern tourists as making quests
in search of ¢ (Y) * experience. These two ‘classic’ positions address themselves to the case of the contemporary tourist and the nature

of mass tourism attractions in this century, setting them off against a putatively different nineteenth-century tourism practice. However, the
case of Niagara Falls between 1825 and 1845 suggests that these models reveal more about the ‘maturing’ of tourism sites rather than the
essential character of nineteenth- or twentieth-century tourism. As time passes, a legacy of discourses about a given site — such as the
sentimental sublime at Niagara — becomes sedimented in popular imagination and memory. (~) This semiotic excess may then prompt a

reactive search for an original experience of a site or artefact.

The sense of loss at Niagara during this time harks back to the natural sublime, ironically also an elaborately constructed discourse.
References to the loss of Niagara’s aura as a ‘temple’ or Shrine of nature appear often: ‘Every place that is sacred is invaded by a glaring
hotel, an apple stand, a papermill, or Lady-book and Hiawatha Indians...... Turn which way you will at Niagara, you find...... the money
chanters are indeed profaning the great temple’ (‘Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper’ 1856). The French chronicler of post-revolution

America, de Tocqueville, had written:

If you wish to see this place in its grandeur, hasten......
Already the forest round about is being cleared. The Romans are putting steeples on the Pantheon. I don’t give the Americans ten years
to establish a saw or flour mill at the base of the Cataract.

(de Tocqueville 1983: 231)
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The recoding of the naive and wondering vocabulary of the natural sublime into the sentimental language of the moral sublime not only

represents a conceptual change that took place but also mirrors real changes in the repertoire of emotional responses available. The more
¢ (Y) [ reactions to the Falls — awe, amazement, vertiginous terror — were overshadowed by the ‘proper’ responses in terms of moral
codes. There were expressed in clichés and catch-phrases. Niagara became more important as a didactic signifier of the benevolence of
God,rather than as a reality, an (Y) referent. On a material level, there was the emergence of practically-oriented ‘how to’ guidebooks

which, rather than provide descriptions, provided prescriptions of how to react in the form of descriptions of others’ reactions. Unlike the

earlier impressionistic and often exaggerated travelogues, (=) the practical guidebooks emphasised up-to-date accuracy. useful hints for the

traveller as opposed to the ‘armchair traveller’, and a complete and concise recoding of all of the various attractions which ‘must’ be seen.

Hi#it : Rob Shields (1991). Place on the Margin: Alternative geographies of modernity, ROUTLEDGE, pp. 126-128. * i3 Z2 &% LT,
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Used with permission of Taylor & Francis Informa UK Ltd, from Places on the Margin : Alternative Geographies of Modernity,
by Rob Shields, 1992; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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Hi# : Arild Holt-Jensen (2006) Geography History & Concepts: A Students’Guide THIRD EDITION, SAGE
*77,80-82 H{ & RN - S LTI,
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