
Nationalism and Chinese 
Perceptions of Disinformation 
regarding Japan’s Discharge of 
Treated Nuclear Wastewater
This research examines how nationalism shapes Chinese 
perceptions of disinformation regarding Japan’s discharge of 
treated nuclear wastewater into the Paci�c Ocean. By using online 
survey experiments and situating disinformation perception 
within relational, social, and political contexts, this study advances 
both a theoretical and an empirical understanding of how 
emotional and identity-based factors in�uence the way a society 
ruled by an authoritarian government interprets disinformation 
regarding foreign countries.
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