Junior High School A 53X Sample
Reading Section

Read the following text. Answer the questions on the answer sheet provided.

I was born in Nottinghamshire and was the third of five sons. My father was not a rich man,
but he was able to send me to Cambridge University, where I studied for three years. When I left
there, I continued my studies and became a doctor. However, I always wanted to travel, and so I
made several voyages as a ship’s doctor. When I married my wife Mary, however, I planned to stay
at home for a while. However, after a few years I discovered I was not earning enough money from
my patients. I decided to go to sea again, and this time I joined a ship sailing to the islands in the
South Pacific Ocean. We started our journey from Bristol on May 4th, 1699.

At first our voyage went well. We sailed across the Atlantic, round the coast of Africa and
into the Indian Ocean. But before we could reach the Pacific, a violent storm hit us and drove us to
the north-west of Tasmania. The wind drove our ship onto a rock, which broke the ship in half.
Some of the sailors and I managed to get a boat into the water, and we rowed away to look for land.
But when we were too tired to row any more, a great wave hit our small boat, and we all fell into
the sea. I do not know what happened to my companions, but I suppose they were all drowned.

The wind and waves pushed me along as I struggled to keep my head above the water. I
became very tired and soon felt I could not swim any more. Luckily, just then my feet touched the
ground. [ walked out of the sea and on to a beach, where there was no sign of any people or houses.
I was so exhausted that I lay down and went to sleep.

When I woke up the next morning, and tried to get up, I could not move. I was lying on my
back and my whole body, my arms and my legs were strongly fastened to the ground. Even my
hair, which was long and thick was tied to the ground. The sun began to grow hot, and I was very
uncomfortable. Soon I felt something alive moving along my leg and up my body to my face, and
when I looked down, I saw a very small human being, only fifteen centimetres tall. He had a bow
and arrow in his hands, and there were forty more of these little men following him. I was so
surprised that [ gave a great shout. They all jumped back, very frightened, and some hurt themselves
by falling off my body. Meanwhile, I was struggling to unfasten myself, but just as I managed to
pull my left arm free of the ropes, I felt a hundred arrows land on my free hand, and more arrows
on my face and body. This was very painful and made me cry aloud. I lay quietly, to see what would
happen next.

Adapted from a story by Jonathan Swift in 1726

Questions — Answer in detail and in complete sentences.

1. What surprising thing did the man notice when he woke up on the beach?
2. What do you think the little men will do to the narrator? Why do you think so? Support your

answer with ideas from the text and/or your own experiences.

Writing Section

Read the following prompt and write your response on the answer sheet provided.

Essay prompt

How would you react if you had to deal with new and different people with different culture,
background, or ideas? Would you be friendly, or would you be fearful like the little people in the
story? Write an essay with your ideas and opinions. Your writing should be between 250 and 400

words referring to both the text and your own experiences.
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