High School A 5= Sample

Reading Section

Read the following text. Answer the questions on the answer sheet provided.
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(25)
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There was not a soul in Ikeno-o who did not know about the Imperial Chaplain’s nose. It was five
or six inches long and reached over his upper lip down to his chin. As for its shape, it was as thick at the
tip as it was at the base, so it looked like a sausage hanging down from the middle of his face.

Zenchi, the Imperial Chaplain, was over fifty years old, but from the time he had been a novice
until he had risen to his present rank, he had, in his heart of hearts, always hated his nose. Outwardly, of
course, he acted as if he could not care less about it. This was not so much because he was a priest and
a devout Buddhist but because he did not want people to know that his nose bothered him. What the
Imperial Chaplain feared most was the word “nose” cropping up in daily conversation.

His nose was an embarrassment to him for two reasons. For one thing, its length was a real
inconvenience. He was not able to eat by himself. If he did, the tip of his nose got into his metal bowl.
So he used to have one of the novices sit on the opposite side of his small table and hold up his nose
with a strip of wood two feet long and one inch wide. But to eat his food thus was not an easy matter,
either for the novice who held up his nose or for the Imperial Chaplain who was having his nose held
up. The story had spread all the way to Kyoto of how an acolyte who was taking the novice’s place had
once allowed the Imperial Chaplain’s nose to drop into the gruel when the acolyte had sneezed, and his
hand had shaken.

@ But that was not the foremost reason why the Imperial Chaplain hated his nose. The most painful
part was the fact that his pride had been hurt. The consensus of opinion in Ikeno-o was that it was
fortunate that Zenchi was not a layman, for with a nose like that, no girl would have consented to marry
him. There were even people who insinuated that that was probably why he had become a priest in the
first place. The Imperial Chaplain, however, did not agree that his nose caused him any less torment for
his being a priest.

His pride was far too subtle a matter to be concerned with such pursuits as matrimony. His main
preoccupation was how to restore his injured pride, and to this end he tried all sorts of ways, both active
and passive.

@ First, he tried to find ways to make his nose appear shorter than it actually was. When there was no
one around, he would look at himself in a mirror from various angles and tax his ingenuity to the utmost.
But just altering the position of his face was not enough, so he tried such devices as resting his chin in
his hand and holding his fingers up in front of his chin. Not even once did he find his nose looking as

short as he wanted it to look. He would then put the mirror back in its case, sighing all the more deeply.

Adapted from “The Nose” by Ryunosuke Akutagawa; translated by Dorothy Britton (Kodansha, 1987)

Questions — Answer in detail and in complete sentences.

1. What are two examples in the text which show that Zenchi feels badly because of his nose?

2. Zenchi tries to make his nose look smaller. Why does he only do this when no one else is around?
Support your answer with evidence from the text and/or your own experience.

Writing Section

Read the following writing prompt and write your response on the answer sheet provided.

Essay Prompt

“You can’t judge a book by its cover” means that we should not judge people or things by the way they
look, but by other qualities, yet we often do this. Is it a problem when we judge people by their looks?
Why or why not? Write an essay of between 400 and 600 words, referring to both the text and your

experiences.
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