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Sino-Japanese Vocabulary in Rangaku Translation:
Linguistic and Science-Historical Dimensions

Yutaro NISHIJIMA

This report examines the translation vocabulary used in Dutch Learning (Rangaku) in
early modern Japan, presenting the progress of the author’s research and discussing
its implications for future research on the histories of the Japanese language and
science. The first section argues that translation vocabulary is not merely a substitution
of Western concepts with Japanese terms but a crystallization of contemporary
knowledge, requiring proficiency in Dutch, familiarity with Chinese translations of
Western texts, and a precise understanding of the forms and meanings of Chinese
characters, in some cases entailing the creation of entirely new characters. The second
section examines examples from early modern medical texts, in which translation
vocabulary and character creation arose from the intersection of Dutch, classical
Chinese, and lexicographical knowledge. The third section discusses the use of loan
translation (calque) as a key analytical framework, revealing a methodological
continuity that underlies both translation vocabulary and character creation in medical
and astronomical texts from the late eighteenth century onward. The fourth section
demonstrates that translation vocabulary provides linguistic evidence for historical
inquiry, illuminating relationships among Rangaku scholars and the transmission
of knowledge, with broader implications for the history of science. The concluding
section underscores that rigorous bibliographical study of primary sources remains
indispensable, particularly as materials risk being overlooked in the process of

digitization.
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RIPEE, T HROBEFEAERE L-BTEEE RIS, EEPINT T CE&F TV 55E
ERFRGEO BRI L A E 0SRG2 & & b2, BFGEOMIELS S, OARESED 50k
BEBROHEIZED L) IZRBET 5 I L AT TH 0L\ H) BEB L OHEHEH LS LD TH 5,

IEHARIZBWTC, HEOFMAMRBEIHFE - BIC Lo TR TV IFEEN L TRE SN, £
OB\ CHFHE T HAVEAW L-FFEEL, HICTHEOM S HARGEANLEZWZ 200 TIE 2V,
—ODOFMFGEPEEINL TR, 47 0 ViEORE#RL LIRS 258713 b e k0, E¥ - K
WEF Lo 72U AT RETH o 7 BEREE 7 & O AR, ﬁ%«@mw$%®ﬁ#\ﬁi®i
BRTIANDENABEIREE SN TV D, ZOMFER, TEROFEFR I 2 WS E RS-0 %
Y (T PERESNAGETOH o7 B LI \uobﬁyE%&ﬂ%~%-~%’ﬁ%¢%
AIEMERTH ). TOEMTH 2HFGEL. I Z20BROMOKRE VI L TE S,

MZORFRGEMZEIL. HARGELR, LV bITEMAEOERZHLMICT AL BT D, Bl
ETER] TR 510 THRE] % & BRSO HEDO S X HFEOMFGEEL R L LTBD .
ZDIBGBIEZ T 2 2 LI BB ARFHEOFBREROMR ) VE 2 T 25 ) A THATRTH S,
L2 L COWENEELZ O, HARFEROMHICE &% 50w, lFEEPEAT L2EFRGEL. 20
EAMHTAEPHZ DI LICL s TEE LT, HLWEEADPBAOMIGELZTRAL-0OH, £
NEBFZERTEELMER L7200 b v ) 2 E&25HT UL, URSRTE-EYOHI. £ LTA
Vi OB B D 3T~ L BB R T B o BIFGEEIIZR I RIS, Rl - RLFER L L L wo
TRHFEROMAZIT TR, BHOFEZEDORY b T =7 RF BT AHMOEEOH ) b, B
THORERERETLFNPY D% DTH L,

RIETIX, FFGEL V) [HoE] 226, HBAEZEZ 22 LICE T3 T SERMALT &
DLW T LR, FEENT LOELEGRT WYL ET  EEiEwomise] (FEg 2026) b &1
AT L LD, SROBELYBRL, DT CIEEANZHFEEOEGAORF LS L. EEFIN
F TIT o CEZZFGEER T L W) BN RS COMZEEORN A RS, 09 2 CHIFGEICHEH
THZEILDRFEIANDREMEBLELFAA L. SOHIZZOREMEL 7 2 ERITZEOBUIR & FREZ kR
%o

Il. —5& « —FITERINhHN— EFZRFEOEADL S5

WEEE OVE L 2B EEORERGEICIE, Mo & L TORFRMPmIIIR SN TS,

P HARIZ BT 2 MFEORRE LT, BHXE (1733-1817) R R (1723-1803) HIZ &
5 [kaE] (774 4EH) DEHATH D, THUdE T v Vb FH 2R L2 0T 0kl 1[5
Wl 7 &% < OFRFRGEDH 721 S e TRASHTE] LI S i 2B ORIFRITMK &, FIADX
WEZR (1757-1827) 2 X D GEI & /e [HETHAHE] (1826 4£F) %, AMAIROMATH 55
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& 7T (1770-1835) @ [ER&EFEA] (1805 4EF]) SHI 6 5b. [EETMAHE] <TIx [BEE ] TH# ]
7l [EEEM] <k 95 TR & wo 2R RENH IR ENTBY ., oz ARE
SNFFGEISR L THORORFRGELY HTH L) REATHERRITON TV D Z LD h 5. & HIZH
FEEI =T L oEEFE2 T < TEFTREHE] 12 [ [l LW BFoETEZERALZD
O, [E#FEM] 12F T ] S CRF T WIHHOETER S LR L, ETE—FOHE L N
)L DLEREIN T, [HE] IO Z WO [R] &F 2 THIRER R PMERS 50,
[BE] 134 T > #ikalvleesch @ al DET % [HOF 5 ()] LML THEREZE LD TH D,
MSE I X D HIFGEORITE ROV TIL, i [EF2 o CHHETOARGE] (T 2022) 1280
THZDE[EEINL 720

MFEDHRT B I12hH72o T, FFGEOFRICEEZTIHT A L &b, BHEE - TEOHM
A L) AL T ENER SN TS (BR 2013) Bl 21X [EETHEAETE] 2BV
TERERT [ OB FEKRERRE] 2FIHESNTWA, TIULLEEOFM O IR TH 5 #FI|C
X LC, FrOEEOMNAHERT 27-00FEE LT, BEOHMOEADIEE FIZMEDIT L) &
FTALEMBH-72EEZ NS (FH 2008) .

BT EEPHLR BV CHE L0, HE—FOBREL K L2 AOWES., B
K (1764-1834) & 1 LEEEE (1758-1811) To %o BFERMILERARHAMEL T, BT T
G XF, EFEOFEELH DL NWTH 5, HHyE [HERIEE] (1813 4FF]) 12X, BFO#ET %
Lo —FOREZEM L7205, 100 FLA Lo S N/EEHEH SN Tw b,
BIZ T HIRE V) BRTHWONS [F] &) FUIE EETH] 2° [FEd] 250 C [ kOt ]
EFTDETULRICIIDSS £ L ZADPLEIROLHNEEH L TWb, ) UNE LT ERT AT E LT
iRg] T [KIRW] EHEFTH LM ) V&I F T~ FEET water-vaten TH V) \ERT 5 & [K
DOE] Thbb [KIR] b, 2D TN TV FEEOHHB L EFFEO M Z BH L 723
FOWMAE V)T &I 5, bH)— ANOi LR X, Fif =MAo4 OO H&E R RAE] o
WEE L2 ETHIONE NTH B0, RE. e OHHES - KITH 7R Z V72, i LRSS
EECTHHT Z2HEICIE, MEORZICL S 1000 FUA EOEFESR R o b, Bz, HE TERE
F4ETIE TRl (I, AllEraBiiEL72—XTF) Thb, BREEZTETITIT TR THRER
T BEEN.CO T IFEFEFICWHIMEZO CHT [TIL] 26k Tz EBbh s, 72 &)
i EE] 2582y [ © (48] Foxz o720 Bbhs, £ L TCEOEZDOBEOEEIC
l%. ondersleutel-slagader (T - $HE - BIROE) LW+ TV FRENDH S (FHIE 2026: 25 13) o

DEoBlrs b BEREEDE 7 » FRERERE LR EORMOKE R TH L D) DL L),

. FiAEOEEZATHEICT HIRMEE—BEREDIEMAEE VS REE

O LHOEEOH ) Fix, MFHESEo TUINIETS I EBWERAED. £ 2 IIE—E0BHIE
PR, BB, BA ) ICHTEERER L T2 Tid e, Y - EEORR %I
RALARS, 7 0 FiExk ORGRICESIZ 57200 % Bl - EERICE L vzt Ex
bNb, EXREIIDH B [BfEE] Gk 2007) EMFHENL HFEICER LTE 7, Mkl id, HEE
ARG L RERT L ISR H TTHE T 2 170 2 & T, FliFRfEH loan translation (calque)
LT A TH S, Bl 2 X4 T » ¥ ik twaalf vingerige-darm 7> 5 twaalf % 12, vingerige 2545
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darm 25 THH Z LS TG IE VI FRGEZEC L) R L Th b, FHLBEPHEEE L -
TEHRINDLZEDPZVEMAFICBW T, TORMEEIL L > THAFEOWMREEL 2O KEITH
ZENRRICZR D . BROFMAREICO L I N TS, oL, 32 b b FEEOER T
HIEHTDEVHHEIZ, CRETHEDEOLN TV RD ST,

MRS BV TR Z IR ICEREOTHWS 2 & Bl [+ AROIEOIEON; | (55 O1EH))
DEH) OB TIEZR L [TIZ8EE] L) ETFoEEE 5 28, B2 3 nTEHO X9
THAHN, TOHRENIFI8MALDEYTH L, TNEHSENIZT HIIITRGEOIER O FRE % #]
BYDULEFDHY), TODIZITVbw s [HR] [#R] Lwvolz, BEREEZ AT 5720105
FICHWONTE 72 — A0 2o TRERMICR %, £ CTHEHIE, £ 7V VEEARELIIGEL 2T
RETLICBIZE L., B ZFIGRARERR T2 L W)W HEELEA L, 22 LD, #EiEIC
BLIEMEOMFRONIL, Rig@EFARRK - A TTHIC L 5 RKCFEE TRIZERAE] 1774 FF55)
R EBROHZEA - i RIRS [BEFE] Q774 F5) PROHOLDOTHL I EBHLNIT R -
T&7

S5121E, Ekoil FHEEOEFICB T, BEEFEH SN TWL ERLZZENTE S,

WwOBEHE S L, [fE] O JEFE ondersleutel-slagader @ 9 % onder (2355 S LT W 4 7%, sleutel 73,
slagader 23T & 22 V) . ENAHEE SN TV L, BEEOMMEN 2| EF—F L 2 DEFOME
FeTrnLw)EVEHENE, WHEIIZIBOBMEE V) HEFBEEL TSI eIk b, 0
LT, —REFMIIAZZET-TFORMFGEEICL . Hikam EodERlkEr B2 2 3T, 3R
RO E T 2SI LT LN TE S,

Db & v ) HHEC X o 728 F LR SC (TG 2026: 25 2 38) OB TH 5%, & —F
DIEFHAT o 12ODR. RILFEEFE ) JIGTFICB W TIIZFEFEIN AL 54 L2 B R, #
KB DO NI EROFRGEORIN & Okl 7 I3 O4HE LCERINTB Y, 4% M
TETH b,

EZAT . ZOBMEEE V) DI TV F5E - HARRE (BERE) MR OB TlE v, BEEIX
AN T - RE, B3k - KIBO L) ICHEEL EFEOMIZH AT A5 DTH 510, ALMHEERIC
BWTHHWSHEN, 97 Vi - A7V FEORTOLHWSNLE (B 0 57 5 triangulum - + 5 ~
4GB drichoek, = - AAOE), L MMEFEL G AR —KIZBWT, H¥EEOBNIFEEDOAEZT
T LFORNEZ ) &) TR E EbNs)S, MEEOHLLORRIZEI TS5 %5
Bat &Mz T S EDTTREZZ A 9,
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Ebo MIFGEICEHTAHZ LT, HOBERSCMIELMEANTHIELEL LN TEE2DTH 5,
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WAL THHMERIEST 2 ENTELEEDIENOOH L5, JHIMFEOFEN: & RN IZ = O
55DTHY, RWiZIfFEh s, LHLZO—HT, 7V MEUIZIEREL ). 7Y 7ML h
B ERHI IR ER Z R, T U8 LS N WERHIAIR BICEE S 5 ) A7 b b0 EEHEDVZ
NITHEEEZRESCHEDL ZENTE L EELLEHOIZ LA LR BHEL TV I MEESNTE LT,
FLEDTFEDLRBDTH L, 7TV 5 NMLOMERIL, HEFEAWHEOEEMLEZETIELHOTE
L, LLAZOMMEZ HABABRI LD THL LEFIIER o

72TV MU L o TREIZAR SNIZEREEICIE, IZHAFEED 2 \WITRE R 2R A3
ENTBLSTMEDTDRAH L L DL D% v 7T 5 WLD B O CF BB ORI X - T\
KEOE GRS IEFELRTR T A b2 fHEICHL 2 EHELZVIICTRTHS ) TV NVT —
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TV NV a—<=T 4 (NCHHS) OB LI) ANDOD, HIZRED DWW ICHRE: bkt s 5 2
T, ZoHEHM T AR EEHIEE ) LEZ TV 5,
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