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The Rise of Gulf Islam and Its Transregional Impact:

Integrating Traditional Legal Schools, Modernism, and the Contemporary

Economy

Yasushi KOSUGI

Our research project on the “Three Main Trends in 21st Century Islamic Thought: With
Special Emphasis on Modernity’s Universality and Contemporary Interpretations of
Shariah Source Texts” surveys the major trends in current Islamic thought, namely,
the traditional legal schools, Gulf Islam, and modernists. Of these three categories,
the traditionalists and the modernists have often been studied, but “Gulf Islam” is a
brand-new category. “The Gulf countries” usually refers to the Arab states in the Gulf,
setting aside the polemical issue of whether it is the Persian Gulf or the Arabian Gulf,
that is, the six monarchical states in the Arabian Peninsula. The two other states in
the Gulf, Iran and Iraq, are usually treated separately. Historical and political contexts
separate these two states as revolutionary and republican. The six monarchical states
formed the Gulf Cooperation Council, partly to counter the threats from republican
neighbors. These Arab states have developed over the last half-century, thanks to their
prosperity and cultural traditions, which their wealth has helped consolidate under
modern conditions. Our project has recently focused on branding Gulf Islam as a new
category within the trends in Islamic thought. Temporarily, after considering various
dimensions, we decided that the economic and socio-political conditions prevailing in
the Gulf have produced a style of Islamic thinking which differs from Islamic lifestyles

observed in other regions of the Islamic world.
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