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The Development Trend of Personality Rights under Taiwan Law

Tsung-fu Chen
Translator: Misako Oda

The scope of personality rights has significantly expanded over the past decades under
Taiwan'’s civil law. The Taiwan Civil Code was revised in 1999 to enhance the protection of
personality rights, particularly the interests associated with personality. Concurrently,
Taiwanese courts have consistently broadened the interpretation of personality rights to
provide compensation for victims of infringements. Firstly, the courts have interpreted the
interest in personality to encompass the right to live in a tranquil home environment.
Secondly, the right to bodily integrity has been extended from objective to subjective
infringements, and psychological health is safeguarded even in the absence of a diagnosed
medical condition. Thirdly, the freedom of choice under free will is protected in cases where
victims experience coercion, menace, or duress. Additionally, the Constitutional Court has

ruled that fingerprints are protected under privacy laws.

Keywords : privacy of fingerprint, the interest in residential tranquility , the right to a
healthy environment, the right to body , the proprietary aspects of personality
rights
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