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The Development of China’s Diplomatic “Narrative”
—The Community with a Shared Future for Mankind, the Belt and Road
Initiative, and Global Initiatives—

Ryoji Nakagawa

In international relations, the importance of Discourse Power and Narrative is widely
recognized. In China, the policy goal of enhancing the country’s cultural soft power was set
during the Hu Jintao administration; under the Xi Jinping administration, it evolved into
the concept of International Discourse Power.” This shift means moving from merely
fostering a vague sense of affinity to providing narratives that encourage others to take
actions advantageous to China.

Xi Jinping proposed the concept of the Community with a Shared Future for Mankind
upon assuming the positions of General Secretary of the Communist Party of China and
President of China in 2012. The concept was incorporated into United Nations documents.
This concept is inextricably linked to the domestic discourses of the Chinese Dream and the
Great Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation.

The Community with a Shared Future for Mankind is based on China’s Great Harmony
philosophy and envisions an ideal society characterized by peace, security, prosperity,
inclusivity, and environmental sustainability. By establishing this ideal society as the
ultimate goal, the initiative has increased its overall acceptance. The Belt and Road
Initiative was positioned as the practical platform for achieving this vision.

As this concept took shape, the Belt and Road Initiative was conceived in 2013 as a

platform for its implementation.
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However, as the pragmatically oriented Belt and Road initiative began to show its
limitations toward the end of the 2010s—amid crises such as the mounting debt burdens of
developing countries—the Global Initiatives (GIs) were proposed, comprising the Global
Development Initiative (GDI), the Global Security Initiative (GSI), the Global Civilization
Initiative (GCI), and the Global Governance Initiative (GGI).

The Global Development Initiative, proposed in 2021, opposes Western-style market
capitalism and liberalism and is founded on the principle of inclusive globalization that
takes into account developing countries’ right to development.

The Global Security Initiative, proposed in 2022, includes respect for national
sovereignty and non-interference in internal affairs; emphasis on the United Nations and
the Non-Aligned Movement; deterrence of the arms race; and resolving conflicts through
peace and dialogue.

The Global Civilization Initiative, proposed in 2023, criticized the imposition of Western-
centric Universal Values (such as democracy and human rights) and advocated for
diversity, asserting that existing Western values are not the only ones recognized by the
international Community.

The Global Governance Initiative, proposed in 2025, embodies respect for national
sovereignty and equality, the rule of law in international relations, and multilateralism.

Consequently, the Global Governance Initiative is more abstract than the Belt and Road
Initiative; rather than guiding China-led practices, it serves primarily as a
counternarrative to the principles of the international Community led by the United States

and Western nations.

Keywords : China, foreign policy, discourse power, narrative, Community with a shared
future for mankind, Belt and Road Initiative, Global Initiative
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